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he OC Public Libraries 

traces its origins to the 

Orange County Free 
Library established in 1919 
by the Board of Supervisors 
under state statute. However, 
not until August 1, 1921 did 
the system commence full 
operations and that is the date 
considered to be its birthday. | 
From humble beginnings 
with eight branches, it has 
grown and thrived into a 
system of thirty-four branches 
serving the population of 
Orange County. Its collection 
has evolved from books and 
periodicals to a multitude of 
materials including ebooks, 
DVDs, and audio books 
not only in English but in 
languages from Arabic to 
Urdu. 

This book tells the story in 
chronological order, branch by 
branch, as well as the system 
asa whole. (Continued on back flap.) 
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Katie Wheeler Branch, 2008 


By the Staff of OC Public Libraries 
Santa Ana, California 
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Foreword 


he public library is a great social equalizer; perhaps no place in 
any community is as totally democratic as the library. 
In 1909, a new county library bill authorized the California 

Board of Supervisors of any county to establish a county free 
library. Up to the beginning of the twentieth century, public libraries were 
mostly associated with city or municipal libraries. County libraries were 
created to ensure library service for all, both city and rural communities. 
The establishment of a county free library brought books to areas never 
before possible in the previous century. The Orange County Free Library 
was established on December 9, 1919, but was not fully operational until 
August 1, 1921. 

_ This book evolved as a joint effort on the part of the librarians to 
celebrate and commemorate the 90th birthday of OC Public Libraries and 
the services we provide and have provided to both member cities and 
the unincorporated areas of Orange County. Orange County’s profile 
has changed dramatically and so has the library’s since the original eight 
branches were opened in 1921. Gone are the red-brick schoolhouses 
and log cabins left in the nostalgic memories of grandparents and 
great-grandparents to be replaced with facilities equipped with Wi-Fi, 
teleconferencing capabilities, and computer labs. Not gone is a place for the 
community to gather, a haven for all, where knowledge is free and where 
for some a library is not a luxury, but a necessity. 

As a newbie librarian, I had a young child ask me once if I was very rich. 
I asked her why she thought that and she answered, “You own so many 
books.” I’m sure other librarians have had similar experiences, but this one 
moment always remained with me. As owners of library cards, we do ina 
sense own all the books in the library. 

As you peruse this book, keep in mind not only the rich history of 
Orange County libraries, but the wealth of memories both the staff and 
the communities have experienced these past 90 years. We are thirty-four 
library branches strong, and at a time when many pundits are claiming 
that books, publishers, and libraries are going away or will go away, we are 
thriving and busier than ever. Librarians are always very helpful and often 
extremely knowledgeable. If they don’t know the answer, they will help 
you find it. 


Helen Fried 
County Librarian 
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Former Orange County 
Free Library Branch 
Ocean View, 1957 


THE BEGINNING 


1921 


THE BEGINNING 


Garden Grove, 1956 
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4 4 ( ‘i you tell me where the tar pits are located?” 


Although forty miles and one county away from 
the famous La Brea Tar Pits of Los Angeles, 


Storefront location in Brea 


soe a eet librarians at Brea Library are, on occasion, still called 
oi aga upon to explain that Brea is in Orange County and 
| has no tar pits. The confusion rests in the name, with 
| BREA LIBRARY Brea ene “tar” or “asphalt” in Spanish. It is 
actually an apt name, for the city of 40,000 began as 
a ee an oil boomtown in the 1890s. Today there are few 


reminders of that era. Only a few tall oil derricks 
remain on the hillsides to the north. 

The Brea Library has the distinction of being one 
of the first of the original eight branches to open. In 
1919, a group of local citizens led by Mrs. Charles 
Harvey of the Brea PTA joined other groups around 
the county and requested that the Orange County 
Board of Supervisors establish a free public library. 


Front of branch from 
1953-1962 
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The County honored the work of these citizens 

by opening one of the first branches of the Orange 
County Free Library in the city of Brea. The library 
opened on October 11, 1921 in the showroom of the 
Brea Garage. This space was large enough to boast 
a reading room, which helped the early popularity 
of the library. Mrs. Anna McVeigh was its first 
Librarian. 

Mrs. Harvey remained an integral part of the 
Brea Library community as a volunteer by operating 
Brea’s first home library service. She would load up 
her Model A Ford with boxes of books and travel to 
outlying areas to allow people who could not or did 
not have the time to get into town the opportunity to 
pick out books of their choice. She would then go out 
a few weeks later with a new selection and pick up 
the old books. She always got them all back too. 


BREA 


Community members 
receive instruction from 

the American Martial Arts 
Academy of Fullerton 
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In 1922, a new home for the library was found 
at 115% West Ash, in the Delaney Building. The 
location was rented for $25 a month. During its 
first year, 1921-1922, 521 patrons enjoyed 7,000 
books. The introduction of a card catalog in 1925 
further accelerated the library’s circulation, which 
quadrupled by 1929. 

In 1929, the library moved into the new Brea 
City Hall on South Pomona Boulevard (now S. Brea 
Boulevard). Miss Kathryn Burke was appointed 
librarian, and she served for the next twenty-seven 
years. In 1953, the library moved into its own 
building at 109 East Date Street, which was patterned 
after the Costa Mesa branch. The county’s population 
was experiencing massive growth in the 1950s and, 
like other County branches, the new Brea Branch was 
inadequate to the task of serving the residents of its 


BREA 


ity efficiently, due to lack of parking, inadequate 

space, and a book collection much too small to 
eet the need. In 1962, the library moved again to 
a storefront in the Brea Heights Shopping Center at 
642 S. Brea Boulevard. Former branch manager Teri 
Garza recalls the old cigar box that held overdue fine 
money, and other staff remember an era when they 
checked out sewing patterns as well as books. 
Today, the Brea Library occupies 10,880 square 
feet in the Brea Civic and Cultural Center, a four- 
acre site which also houses the Curtis Theater, Art 
Gallery, City Hall, Chamber of Commerce, Police 
Department, Council Chambers, and the Brea-Olinda 
Unified School District offices. The Center is located 
next to the Brea Mall and just down the street from 
downtown Brea. In 2010, the City of Brea added solar 
paneling to provide renewable power generation to 
the building, making the Brea Library truly “green.” 
Over the years the Brea Library has grown 

and changed as a vital and integral part of the 
community, and continues to be nestled into the 
heart of civic and cultural life and activity. An 
active Friends of the Brea Library group supports 
the library by running a used bookstore and silent 
auction. The funds raised by the Friends go to | 
purchase new items to add to the collection and for Answering reference questions by phone 
children’s, teen and adult programming. is still done today as it was in 1958. 
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Exterior today with solar paneling 


izard of Oz Mural, by Cynthia Aponte (the wife of former San Juan Capistrano Branch Manager Jose Aponte) 
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Westminster 


he Westminster Branch was first established 
as a county library branch on August 21, 
1921, with a total of 180 books. Louise Turpin 
was the first librarian for this small collection, which 
was housed in an old red-brick schoolhouse on 
Westminster Avenue. Later, it was moved to the Odd 
Fellows Hall. In 1929, the city of Westminster, by 
) popular subscription, constructed a 
mm single room library made of wood and 
f 4 stucco at North Plaza at Chestnut, in 
i ' Sigler Park. The facility served as the 
community’s branch for thirty-four 
years until 1963, when the Westminster 
Branch absorbed the Barber City 
Branch and moved to the Westminster 
Shopping Center at the northwest 
corner of Westminster Boulevard and 
Goldenwest Avenue. 

During this time, still another 
library served the area. The Midway 
City Branch began operation on 
September 31, 1935. Anna Van 
Steenberg served as its first Librarian. 
The library served the people of Midway City, 
Barber City and the eastern section of Westminster. 
This small branch started out in the rear of a small 
real estate building. By 1937, the branch occupied 
the entire building and had tripled its service to 
the community by 1952. By 1964, the collection 
had doubled and the library moved to a storefront 
building in the Bolsa Shopping Center where it was 
renamed the Bolsa Branch Library. 

The population explosion of the 1960s and the 
1970s brought an influx of families with children. 

By 1976, there were 69,200 residents of Westminster, 
according to a special census. The year 1976 also 
marked the end of United States involvement in the 
Vietnam War and immigrants from Southeast Asia 
joined the growing population. 
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Westminster, December, 1951 
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WESTMINSTER 


Responding to the increased need for library 
services, the city of Westminster and the county 
librarian surveyed the community and proposed 
to the Orange County Board of Supervisors that 
the two existing libraries combine their collections 
into one large facility. The site, adjacent to the civic 
center and the West Orange County Court, was 


selected as being both accessible to the public and RE Hegre pis vik 
information center for people using city and EE poe eae 
we 2s) PSop g city carefree days of 1950s 


county services. Weatusinuter 
The Bolsa and Westminster 


Branches merged into the newly 
dedicated Westminster Branch 
Library in June of 1977. This 18,000 
square foot structure was designed 
by architects William Blurock 

and Partners to blend with the 
Westminster Civic Center’s English 
motif. The library had the unique 
features of a 100-person capacity 
community room and a children’s 
story time amphitheater. 

Nearly coinciding with the 
opening of the new building, 
several of the libraries were trying 
a unique program of checking out 
small animal pets, complete with 
cages and food. Children’s librarian 
Janine Wright promoted this program by taking a 
hamster with her on her school visits. Wright had 
the idea of a contest to name the hamster, who the 
children dubbed WPL, coined for the Westminster 
Public Library. In 1982, Wright created a hamster 
roller ball race between the library hamsters for 
National Library Week. Utilizing encyclopedia 
volumes to form racing lane barriers, the final 
trace was held at the Westminster Library. The 
Great Hamster Race was broadcast over television 
station KDOC. 
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Currently hanging in the Library’s lobby is a picture 

and letter signed from Chief Justice Earl Warren 

dated March 13, 1962. It reads: “To the young people 

of Westminster, California who are patrons of the 

Orange County Free Library, with the hope they will 

acquire the understanding of our history that will 
enable them to fulfill their civic responsibilities in 

ea cae —- - the years to come. Earl Warren.” 

BRANCH LIBRARY. Ma Sis During the past thirty-five years, many 

ma immigrants from Vietnam have come to live in the 

city of Westminster, and today, the city has one 

of the largest Vietnamese populations outside of 

Vietnam. The Westminster Library offers a large 

and heavily-used Vietnamese language materials 

collection to serve this growing community. 
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Dedication of the new 
Westminster branch, 
June 1977 
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SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO 


San Juan 
Capistrano 


T he San Juan Capistrano Library is one of the 


oldest branches in the system, having been 

established in 1921 at the old high school. 
Mrs. M. M. Parker was its first librarian. Needing 
more space, the library left the school in 1937 and 
moved into an adobe downtown. In 1940, the library 
moved again to an unknown site where it spent the 
“war years” of World War II and the Korean War. 
By 1952, it had again outgrown its shelves and took 
up residence in the Juan Avila Adobe, which also 
served as an Orange County Justice Court. Located 
downtown on Camino Capistrano, the library was 
there until 1963 when the lease expired and OC 
Public Libraries spent the next two years providing 
library service to the community by bookmobile. 

In 1965, a new location in the El Adobe Shopping 
Center was found and the library spent the next 
eleven years there. In 1976, the library moved to 
Birtcher Plaza, where its 


storefront entry was below 
ground level, thus earning 
it the nickname, “Mystery 


Library.” By the end of the 
1970s, it became clear that 
more than just a storefront 
size library was needed for the 
growing community and so 
the City and County officials 
undertook the project jointly. 
The site was to be where the 
high school gymnasium once 
stood directly north of the 
Mission and would overlook 
the proposed but not yet 
constructed Mission Basilica. 


} Cie SCOT 


Library Opening 1983. 
(L to R) Children’s 
Librarian Mary Jane Smith, 
Community Relations 
Coordinator Carol Ann 
Tassios, Regional Manager 
Chris McSparren, Regional 
Manager Georgia Weddle 


San Juan Capistrano, 1953 
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Child enjoys 
some tunes on the 
in-house stereo, 1970s 
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An architectural competition was held with three 
finalists selected to present their models and plans 
to a committee who would select a design that could 
holds its own next to the “Jewel of the Missions” 
and the new basilica. The winner was an unknown 
professor of architecture from Princeton named 
Michael Graves, who would gain worldwide 
recognition as one of the premiere postmodern 
architects as well as a household name with his 
designs for domestic products sold at Target. 

The 12,000 square foot building opened in 1983 
and immediately became an architectural landmark, 
drawing visitors and architectural students from all 
over the world. With its unconventional postmodern 
elements of Mayan, Spanish, and Egyptian 
architecture, both the interior of the library as well 
as the outside courtyard with its fountain and 
reflecting pool make it a unique place to come for 
library needs. In the beginning, a host of docents 
was regularly scheduled to meet and greet the 
tourists, who came by the busload to see a prime 
example of postmodern design. 

Besides the library and courtyard, there is a 
matching auditorium, La Sala, which makes a 
perfect venue for the various library programs 
hosted throughout the years. In 1990, Jose Aponte, 
the then branch manager, began a series of concerts 
and performances utilizing the beautiful courtyard 
as its stage. In 1993, the library was awarded the 
John Cotton Dana Special Achievement Award by 
the American Library Association for this concert 
series. This award-winning program has continued 
under the auspices of the Friends of the Library, 
where it has presented well-known musicians, such 
as American blues artists John Hammond and the 
Blind Boys of Alabama. 


Through the years, the library continued to serve 
its diverse community with a variety of programs as 
well as maintaining its role as a regional reference 
library. Story times and book groups are held in both 
English and Spanish. During the ten years that the 

city didn’t have its own movie theater, the library 
stepped up to fill that need with two monthly film 
programs that continue to be very popular even with 
the recent return of a movie theater to town. In 2005, 
the library seemed the perfect venue to put on a “Day 
of the Dead” program. This first celebration of family 
and life was documented in a film which came out on 
DVD in 2006 and has become a regular feature on PBS 
during October. The library’s technical offerings were 
recently made more accessible with the transformation 
of the story tower to a computer tower for the 
children. Designed and built before the Internet was a 
mainstay of public libraries, the San Juan Capistrano 
Library is now able to meet both the traditional and 
technical services people come to a library to find. It’s 
an integral part of the community that provides more 
than just books to educate and enlighten everyone who 
ventures to visit “the Graves.” 


SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO 


Library interior, 1953 
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Musician Maria de Barros 
brings the rhythms of 

the Cape Verde Islands of 
West Africa to San Juan 
Capistrano, part of the 
Multicultural Arts Series, 
Sept 5, 2009 
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1940s 


12561 Euclid Street 
(now Main Street), 
branch location, 1952-1969 


Garden Grove 
Regional 


library was started in Garden Grove by the 
Ac Grove Women’s Civic Club in 1919. 
It was operated independently, with 
Mrs. Pearl Sweitzer acting as its first librarian. 

When the Orange County Free Library was 
created by the County Board of Supervisors’ 
resolution that year, the Women’s Club had to 
show an acceptable circulation of books to qualify 
for County sponsorship. The women of the Civic 
Club busily borrowed materials and finally, on 
October 25, 1921, the library became a branch of 
the Orange County Free Library system, with Pearl 
Haskins as its first branch librarian. 

The library was located in a room at the YMCA 
building at the northeast corner of Walnut Street 
and Ocean Avenue (now Garden Grove Boulevard). 
Walnut Street was one block east of Euclid Street 
(now Main Street). The branch was a huge success; 
by the end of its first year, it had circulated almost 
4,000 volumes to 383 patrons. In 1926, the branch 
began to issue library cards, a considerable 
improvement from requiring a patron’s signature 
for each transaction. 

In 1933, the library was moved into rooms at the 
Chamber of Commerce, located on the opposite 
side of the building. This growth was carefully 
guided by Mrs. B.A. Wisner, librarian 
from 1924 until 1940. 

In late 1939, Mrs. Fern Hill Coleman 
was selected to replace Mrs. Wisner. 
In 1940, library hours were increased 
to twenty-four hours per week and an 
assistant custodian (librarian) was 
hired. Mrs. W. B. (Blanche) Wentz took 
this position. The increased library 
hours allowed more students to do 
research, and accommodated the 
needs of working men and women. 


GARDEN GROVE REGIONAL 


From 1940 to 1944, the library also served as a Toy 
Loan Center, a very popular service. 

As library patronage continued to grow, the branch 
relocated yet again, this time to several rooms at 12561 
Euclid Street (now Main Street). Mrs. Wentz became 
librarian of the new branch. Circulation was almost 
57,000 by the end of 1952. 

By 1956, the branch had grown to occupy the whole 
building, after the apartment adjacent to the library 
was converted for library use. In November 1958, an 
addition that acted as a Children’s wing was opened. 
The 3,000 square foot library had thirteen staff. By 
the end of 1958, circulation had risen to over 194,000 
items. It became clear that demand for library services 
required plans for growth. 

Bookmobile service was added in 1959 to meet the 
ever-growing needs of Garden Grove’s citizens. On 
the Garden Grove portion of its route, the bookmobile 
served areas mostly to the west of the library. 

On April 23, 1962, the Chambers’ Women’s 
Division held a public meeting to organize the 
Friends of the Library. 

Rapid growth led the City of Garden Grove to have 
a Master Plan of Library Facilities written in 1963. 

At this point, library circulation for the one branch was 
over 277,000 items annually. This led to the January 19, Opening day for the 
1964 opening of two new branches, the Chapman and new branch, 1969 
West Garden Grove branches. This eased the demand | — 
on the Main Street branch for a short time, but 

usage levels rebounded and soon exceeded previous 
records for the branches of Garden Grove. By 1969, 
annual circulation of more than 219,000 items were 
counted for just the Main Street branch. 

As a result, the Garden Grove City Council 
authorized an architectural study for a new 
branch library in late 1965. The preliminary report 
recommended the construction of a new library 
building at the southeast corner of Euclid Street and 
Stanford Avenue. The new library would be the first 
structure in the new Garden Grove Civic Center. 

To finance the construction, a non-profit corporation 
would be created to sell bonds. The building would 
be leased by Orange County for twenty-five years. 


Construction of new 
building, 1968 
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At that point, the building would be owned by 
the City of Garden Grove. 

The Garden Grove Regional Branch was 
dedicated on November 22, 1969. Katherine 
Spencer was named as the first regional branch 
librarian. The new two-story facility of 21,484 
square feet sat on 1.75 acres of land; it cost 
$535,603, according to an article in the July 30 
Evening News. It was the largest library in 
the County system when constructed and its 
first regional library. The library merged the 
collections and staff of the old Garden Grove 
Branch, and the Adult Reference Center and the 
Audio-Visual Section, which had been located at 
the County’s Manchester Headquarters facility. 
An adult circulating collection with comfortable 
areas for reading was on the upper floor, and a 
magazine section and the children’s library was 
located on the lower floor. 

Progress has marched on at the regional 
branch. A computer-generated book catalog 
replaced the card catalog in 1983. In the same 
year, a ramp and an elevator were added to 
provide easy public access to both floors of the 
branch. In 1988, circulation of video cassettes 
replaced the audiovisual department on the 
lower level, and that space was remodeled for the 
opening of a Friends of the Library bookstore. 
Internet access was provided in 1997. As part of 
the 2010 refurbishment, plug-in stations were 
provided in two areas to facilitate the use of 
laptops. 

Over the years, the demographics of Garden 
Grove have substantially changed. To meet the 
needs of a now largely multinational community, 
the regional library offers materials in Chinese, 
Korean, Spanish and Vietnamese. 

In 2007, the lower level of the library was 
modified with new washrooms. Another 2007 
addition, a digital microform reader with 
scanner, made accessing the wealth of microfilm 
resources much easier for patrons. 


In November 2009, the Garden Grove Library 
celebrated its fortieth anniversary. A ceremony 
commemorating this event was attended by 
Congresswoman Loretta Sanchez; County 
Supervisor Janet Nguyen; Bill Dalton, Mayor of 
Garden Grove; County Librarian Helen Fried 
and Terry Thomas, President of the Friends of the 
Garden Grove Libraries. 

The main floor of the library was refurbished 
in the summer of 2010, with new carpeting, paint, 
a revamped circulation desk, new audiovisual 
shelving, and new signage for both adult and 
children’s departments. The Friends of the Library 
bookstore moved from the lower level to the main 
floor, with a new external entrance. 

Library staff has always shown concern for the 
creatures who live in the adjacent city park. In 
1995, staff insured the safety of a brood of ducklings 
born in front of the library. They provided food 
and a swimming pool for the busy mother, until 
the ducklings were large enough to make their way 
to the pond. It is with this caring and dedicated 
attitude that the staff of the Garden Grove 
Regional Library continues to provide excellent 
service to the people of Garden Grove. 


GARDEN GROVE REGIONAL 


Overdrive Media’s 


Digital Bookmobile 
turns the public 

onto downloadable 
audiobooks and ebooks 
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Orange County Supervisor Janet Nguyen 
speaks at Garden Grove Regional’s 40th 
Anniversary celebration while Friends of 
the Library President Terry Thomas (left) 
and Congresswoman Loretta Sanchez 
(right) listen 


CELEBRATING 90 YEARS 


Biuimert 


mee (Ul | 


Laguna Beach 


he village of Laguna Beach developed in 
the late nineteenth century, first attracting 


ranchers, homesteaders, and summer campers, 
and later artists drawn to the rugged beauty of the 
hills and the coast. In 1919, a local resident, Mrs. 
Bafford, had a small lending library in a storefront, 
renting books for one or two cents a day. By late 1921, 
several representatives met with county librarian 
Margaret Livingston about establishing a branch of 
the public library in Laguna Beach. In November 
1921, a party was held to solicit donations to the new 
library; over sixty books were donated by revelers 
dressed as characters from books, and a library board 
was established with members from the Chamber 
of Commerce, the Parent-Teacher Association, the 
Community Club, the Woman’s Club, and the 
Art Association. Mrs. Lucie V. Boyle was the first 
librarian. 

Throughout the 1920s, the small library collection 
found various homes around town until 1927 when 
the library board purchased property on First Street 
(now Glenneyre Street) and a donated building 
was relocated and refurbished. A reading room 
was added in the 1930s. The county library’s first 
support group, the Laguna Beach Library Building 
Association, which later became the Friends of the 
Laguna Beach Library, was created in 1928. 

In response to the growing community, a new 
building was constructed by the city in 1953, 
providing 2,200 square feet of space for the library’s 
collection. Within a decade, demand was brewing 
for a newer and larger facility. In 1973, an 8,000 
square foot library building, designed by noted local 
architect Fred Briggs, opened with additional office 
space available for the Chamber of Commerce. In 
1981, additional space was added to create a picture 
book room and a meeting room in the children’s 
department. A bookstore for the Friends of the Library 
was created in 1987; this volunteer-run store generates 
much of the income which supports the programs 


Exterior, 1980s 
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and collections of the branch. A 1994 renovation 

added a new area for the adult fiction collection 

and changed the look of the building, removing 
Acar hoa skylights which made the building difficult to 

visit the Laguna heat and cool. These additions have brought the 
Beach branch, 1950s building up to 10,290 square feet. 

In 2009, the Friends of the Laguna 
Beach Library, headed by longtime 
president Martha Lydick, worked 
with the county to provide another 
renovation. New, energy efficient lights 
replaced the old fluorescent fixtures, 
new air conditioning and heating 
units were installed, and a new roof 
protects the library. Inside, new paint 
and carpet and updated service desks 
add to the refreshed look of the original 
building, while automatic doors 
improve access for all. New furniture 
in the children’s department, donated 
by the Draper family, helped create a 
modern, comfortable place for Laguna’s 
families. | 

Today’s Laguna Beach Library 
offers a place for the community to 
F gather, with story times and other 

Refer ence Copy 5 events for families, a mystery book 


discussion group, and free computer 
Armor, Semiel, lasses for adults, and books 
History of Orange County, c , ; 
ae . California, magazines, DVDs and Internet access, 
all with the best view in the county! 


Orange County Free Library 


TIME: Two weeks unless otherwise stated. 

7 day books and magazines not renewable. 
FINES: Two cents per day for all overdue books. 
CARE: All injuries to books, and all losses shall 

be made good to satisfaction of librarian. 


RESPONSIBILITY: Each borrower is held re- 
spousible for books drawn on his card, and for 
all fines accruing on same. 


RESIDENCE: The librarian must be notified of 
any change of residence. 


: . An old due date pocket in 
@ Santa Ana, California the front of a book, when 


fines were 2¢ per day! 
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Seal Beach 
Mary Wilson 


he Seal Beach branch was one of the first 
libraries in the OC Public Libraries system. 

Miss Sarah Dyson was its first branch librarian. 
The branch opened on October 11, 1921, in a room 
next to City Hall. It quickly outgrew this space 
and moved across the street in 1929 to a temporary 
location before moving into the new City Hall 
building in 1930. The original Seal Beach library 
building is now a doctor's office, but the old book 
drop is still in place. 

In 1978, a new library building was completed but 
not without controversy. When the new library was 
first proposed, many residents objected to building 
anything on the green belt, a large swath of grass and 
trees which runs through the center of Old Town Seal 
Beach. Some citizens were concerned that one building 
on the green belt would lead to others being built, 
until nothing was left of the park-like area. Emotional 
discussions followed, but ultimately the pro-library 
building people won out and an architect was hired. 

Architects Anthony and Langford visited the old 
library to get a sense of library functionality prior to 
beginning the project. As a consequence the library, 
now 33 years old, still functions well in 2011. The 
only major changes to the building have been the 
addition of three sets of electronic doors, one set into 
the library proper and a set on either side of the lobby 
which was paid for by the Friends of the Library. 
With its vaulted open beam ceiling and brick walls, 
the appearance and usefulness of the library building 
have stood the test of time amazingly well. 

The Seal Beach Mary Wilson branch was named in 
honor of Mary B. Wilson who had been the librarian 
from 1943 until her death in 1973. Wilson’s picture 
still hangs in the library’s lobby. 

The Friends of the Mary Wilson Library, started 
in 1973, operated the first purpose-built Friends 


SEAL BEACH MARY WILSON 


City 
January 1942 


Former Branch Manager, 
Diane Gayton, 1942-2006 
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Bi a 


The staff of the Mary Wilson 
branch participate in the 
Easter parade 
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bookstore and during the County bankruptcy in 
1994-1995, raised $46,000 from the community to 
sustain the library’s hours. 

The library has one of the largest DVD collections 
in the County system thanks to popular former branch 
manager Diane Gayton. Diane was instrumental in 
introducing VHS as well as DVD to the OC Public 
Libraries. Today, the majority of the DVD collection 
is due to the generosity of the Friends of the Mary 
Wilson Library and library patrons. 


Below: Computers at the Tustin Branch, 2011 
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Sarah Conant, 
First Librarian, 1923 


Fourth location, 526 Center, 
Old Red Finch building 


Fifth location, 1954 
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Costa Mesa - 
Donald Dungan 


he Costa Mesa Branch of the OC Public 
Libraries is one of three branches serving 
the city of Costa Mesa. This library was 
established in 1921, when the city was known as 
Harper. The first librarian, Miss Sarah Conant, 
served the Library for twenty-four years. 

As well as being a “pioneer” branch in the 
system, the Costa Mesa branch was unique in that 
it began operations in its own building. Mrs. Fanny 
Bixby Spencer of the Long Beach-founding Bixby 
family, rented the building for the library. Her 
name is inscribed at the entrance of the Friends of 
the Library bookstore. 

In 1925, a card catalog listing library holdings 
was in place to facilitate use by patrons. The branch 
continued serving the community during the 
Great Depression and boasted annual increases in 
patronage during World War II. By the end of the 
war, additional space was needed to accommodate 
the growing collection and users. 

In 1951, the library moved to another larger 
building and within a decade had to move yet 
again. A new building was constructed in Lion’s 
Park in 1960. However, in the face of a population 
explosion and new residential development, OC 
Public Libraries had to augment branch services 
with bookmobile services to Costa Mesa. To 
continue to meet the needs of the community, in 
1965, another branch was built in Costa Mesa— 
the Mesa Verde Library. 

By the 1980s, Costa Mesa again required a 
new library building. This new library was built 
adjacent to the old Costa Mesa Branch. The building 
demonstrates unusual and beautiful architecture — 
it is round with walls of windows and an open 
beamed ceiling including a large skylight in the 


center. This new library was completed and 
dedicated in July 1987 to the memory of 
Judge Donald Dungan, an activist during the 
incorporation of the City of Costa Mesa. 

In January 2006, the Friends of the Costa Mesa 
Libraries sponsored the new Passport Acceptance 
Office in the branch. The friends also took passport 
pictures for the passport applications. 

In 2010, changes at the Costa Mesa - Donald 
Dungan branch included a large outdoor sign on the 
building, book shelves in the foyer for the Friends of 
the Costa Mesa Libraries book sales, new shelving in 
the bookstore, new self-checkout, and changes to the 
clerk’s desk including an ADA checkout station, a 
book drop, and staff partitions. 

The Costa Mesa - Donald Dungan Branch Library 
serves a diverse group of patrons, including many 
families and children. A large Hispanic population 
has increased the use of the Spanish language 
collection. Regular programming at the library 
includes three weekly children’s story times, with 
a bilingual story time, and a weekly family movie 
night. Services for the adults have included a variety 
of self-help programs and a monthly book club. 


Children’s Librarian Erik Oviedo reads to the children during story time 
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Nell Grant, Librarian, 
July 1953 


Supervisor Thomas F. Riley and 
County Librarian Elizabeth Martinez 
Smith present the new library card 
used with the automated circulation 
control system, 1984 
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County Free Library sign whicht 
placed on all branches up to the 196 
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LA HABRA 


La Habra 


a Habra Branch Library has a long history of 
dedicated advocates. In 1919, while waiting for 


a county library system to be created, Mr. and 
Mrs. Hilbert opened a small library in the music room 
of Hilbert Pharmacy on the southeast corner of what 
is now Euclid and La Habra Boulevard. Along with 
lending books, the Hilberts hoped to increase their 
sales by selling records, which patrons could play on 


the Victrola located therein. ORANGE COUNTY | 
Under the auspices of the Women’s Club, the Th " cay ‘he “age 
first public library opened in the back room of the J ; = Ee = aa 


a 


Citizen’s Commercial and Savings Bank on November 
8, 1921 to serve a population of 750. Mrs. Frederick B. 
Drake was its first Librarian. The original collection EE | 
comprised of some fifty books, divided equally for ye 
adults and children, and half of it checked out on Exterior: 1957 
that opening day. Mr. Drake built the first bookcase 

from a dry goods box. The club members took turns 

during the week to run the library, which was open in 

the afternoon during bank hours. The small size and 
the desire for evening hours to provide “a much 
needed place where youngsters of the town 

could spend their evenings or get books to read 

at home instead of aimlessly roaming the streets” 
prompted the club to search for new quarters. 

In 1922, another building that had once housed 
“La Casita,” a well-known tamale restaurant, was 
bought through fundraising by the Woman’s 
Club, the PTA, the Farm Bureau and the Chamber 
of Commerce. The building was moved to the 
northwest corner of Central Avenue and Main 
Street on land rented for $5 a month from La 
Habra pioneer John Launer. Mrs. Drake and Mrs. 
Anna Garretson loaded their collection of 250 
books and one bookcase onto a truck, thanked 
the bank, and moved into their new quarters on 
March 8th. Anna Garretson then became the new 
library “custodian.” She was also the janitor! For the 
first year, each of the town’s organizations took turns 
paying $10 for her monthly salary. By the end of 1922, 


Dt 


Exterior, Present Day 
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the county began paying her salary. John Launer, a 
library supporter to the end, planted flowers, provided 
the outside water, built the back steps to the library, 
and convinced the Chamber of Commerce for a number 
of years to pay $5 a month towards rent, service 
charges and insurance. 
In 1937, the library moved to a larger building in 

the city’s civic center, constructed under the WPA. 
Sophia Kruse became the new librarian and during 

her fourteen-year tenure the library’s circulation 
quadrupled. Dorothy Ashby, who had known Sophie 
since their days at Whittier College, began volunteering 
in the library when she moved to La Habra and would 
run the library in Sophie’s absence when substitutes 
weren't available. She eventually was paid 75 cents an 
hour. Dorothy took over as branch manager in 1952, and 


Branch Manager Teri Garza like her predecessors, worked alone until 1957. She was 
goes digital. La Habra paid $9 a month for janitorial work—cleaning the two 
Highlander, Feb 1, 1984. restrooms and washing windows. The library was open 


thirty-two hours a week and had an average monthly 
circulation of 1,000 books in 1952. Dorothy began a 
newspaper column and began speaking to all the PTA 
groups to market the library. Use grew until Dorothy 
had eight people working in the branch and an annual 


La Habra staff ready for summer 
reading, 2006, (Front L to R) 
Library Assistant Carrie Robertson, 


Children’s Librarian Cathy Gillette; circulation of 120,000 when she left in 1958. Betty Dare 
(Back L to R) Branch Manager succeeded Dorothy and managed the library for nine 
Jill Patterson, Office Supervisor months until a librarian could be found, one Irmgard 
Dorothy Sue Morgan, Adult Bassen. Betty stayed on to work in the library. 
Librarian Sherry Toth, Clerk Demand for library services grew rapidly, and the 


Jodi Lusk, Clerk Patricia Gayton, 


t of the buildi 
Library Assistant § Walker basement of the building was opened and converted 


) for children’s services. Clearly larger 
j i ‘Sf \\ \ quarters were needed and a new building 

if was constructed just in front of the existing 

es y| re - | ? — library, opening in 1966. 

ae et ' =f : =r Jackie Friedrich, branch manager from 
= “* a 1969 until 1981, used to celebrate National 

Library Week in the 1960s by bringing in 

crafts people to demonstrate their specialty. 

A jeweler with a welding torch may have 

been the most explosive craft, but spinning, 

painting, guitar playing and stained glass 

were also featured over the years. 
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LA HABRA 


In 1982, the library was in need of major renovations. 
Teri Garza, branch manager at the time, related that the 
staff had to select a tiny percentage of the collection— 
about 8,000 volumes—to move to the temporary facility 
in, coincidentally, a bank. The newly renovated and 
enlarged facility reopened in 1983, boasting one of the 
largest library community meeting rooms in the county, 
a Friends of the Library bookstore, and the largest 
Spanish language materials collection in the county 
system. 

Teri Garza began the tradition of a tree lighting 
ceremony and parade, in partnership with the city 
and the Chamber of Commerce. Teri guided the 
library through the difficult years following the county 
bankruptcy and was fortunate to have financial support 
from a revitalized Friends group, led by Bette Frazier. 

In 2000, Jill Patterson became the branch manager, 
following short terms by Julie Fredericksen and Joy 
Johnson. A year later, Sunday hours were added. In 
2008, County Supervisor Chris Norby provided funding 
for the library to open on Friday, making La Habra a 
seven-day branch. He also authorized funds to repaint 


and re-carpet the library in 2009, and in 2010, the 


funding to keep the branch open on Friday was 


Yuko Jackson with her 
special reading companion, 
Bailey, 2011 


Interior, 1930s 


extended to 2014. Other renovations, supported 
by the Friends, include replacing all the study 
seats with wood chairs, reupholstering the lounge 
chairs, replacing the carpet in the meeting room 
with a laminate wood floor, and creating a Teen 
Lounge. More renovations are on the horizon. 

Honoring the city’s Hispanic heritage, 
bilingual staff welcomes our Spanish-speaking 
patrons and a bilingual story time began the 
summer of 2001. Internet classes in Spanish 
began in 2002 and Day of the Dead celebrations 
in 2008. A homework help program staffed by 
teen volunteers has been offered since spring —— 1 A-HABRA BRANCH 
2004 and has earned an Orange County volunteer | ORANGE GOUNTY 
recognition award and a National Points of Light 
award. Traditions and buildings may change, but the 
dedication of staff and support of the community so 
amply demonstrated by the founding ladies of the 
library continue. 


FREELIBRARY. 
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San Clemente’s book group 
for adults share a laugh 


Exterior, 1957 


San Clemente 


he San Clemente Branch of OC Public Libraries 
was established in 1928, the same year the City 
of San Clemente was incorporated, and just 
three years after founder Ole Hanson started building 
houses in the new development he envisioned as a 
“Spanish Village by the Sea.” 

The library was located in the butler’s pantry 
in the then-new community clubhouse, now home 
to the city’s Parks and Recreation Department. 

Mrs. Loral Caskey, who wrote for the local newspaper 
El Heraldo de San Clemente, was the first librarian. 

In 1927, before the opening of the library, a local 
shop owner had established a rental book collection 
to deal with the “dearth of literature” in the village. 
Membership was twenty-five cents, with rental 
fees two cents per day. A list of all sixty titles in the 
collection was printed on the front page of El Heraldo. 

The library grew gradually and it was not until 
1940 that larger quarters on the clubhouse’s enclosed 
veranda were found. Both the population and the 
demand for library services grew rapidly throughout 
the 1950s. The library was moved to a larger building 
in May 1951, and again in October 1956. In 1963, 
librarian Winifred Draddy reported 
that it was the fourth time the 
library had been moved or enlarged 
since she joined the staff in 1942. 

The library has been known 
to have its notable personalities. 
For example, Candace “Candy” 
Haggard, who served as the branch 
manager from 1978 to 1990, later 
became the city’s mayor, first in 
1989 and then again in 1994. Also, 
a veteran staff member recalled 
television journalist Diane Sawyer 
came in often to use the library 
while assisting former President 
Richard Nixon, who retired to San 
Clemente in 1974, with his memoirs. 


SAN CLEMENTE 


The library moved to its current quarters on 
Avenida Del Mar in June of 1982. A parade of 
patrons, young and old, helped carry books from 
the former location several blocks away to their 
new home. Near the pier and historic downtown, 
the building is adjacent to the Community 
Center, a weekly farmers’ market, and a monthly 
arts and craft show. The San Clemente Junior 
Woman’s Club donated beautiful stained-glass 
windows in the mid 1980s. The San Clemente Cistned al Stn b 

ained-glass windows by 
Friends of the Library Bookstore was added to Kathryn Stovall Dennis, 30- 
the building in 1998. year resident of San Clemente 

Reflecting a large and increasingly 
diverse population, the branch has strong 
collections on travel, military history, and 
leisure activities. With five miles of coastline 
and home to professional surfers, the branch 
also collects books on surfing. There is a 
vibrant children’s area, an ever-growing 
teen collection, Spanish language materials 
for children and adults, an eclectic mix of 
DVDs, and numerous public use terminals for 
Internet, word processing, etc. 

The library currently shares a building with 
the Senior Center, but will expand into the 
remainder of the Current exterior 
building when | 3 | 
the Senior Center 
moves to their new 
building in late 2011. 
At that time, both 
the library and the 
Friends Bookstore 
will be redesigned. 
The result will be an 
expanded, updated 
and modernized 
facility, retaining its 
place as the center of 
a vibrant community. 


Self-checkout machines were 
introduced into OCPL in 2010 
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1930 


Old log cabin branch, 
c. 1931 


Silverado 


he Silverado Library, the most rural of OC 
Public Libraries branches, provides library 


services to residents in the eastern sector of 
the Santa Ana Mountains. The first librarian, Miss 
Elsie McClelland, wrote to Washington, D.C. in order 
to establish the first post office in the area. Once she 
received the go-ahead, a local hotel owner donated 
land and a log cabin to house the post office. In 1930, 
McClelland then appealed to her friend, Orange 
County librarian Margaret Morrison, who generously 
donated 60 books, which were shelved in the post 
office / library. 

This cabin served as the first library until 1946, 
when McClelland retired and was given the building 
as a retirement home. The post office moved to its 
own building, and the library was resettled into an 
old storeroom next to the dime store, followed by a 
move to an old barber shop. 

The canyon communities area experienced 
slow but steady growth after World War II, and 
in 1964 the library moved to a new building in the 
Silverado Shopping Center. The local newspaper was 
impressed that the building 
had the first air conditioning 
unit in Silverado, and urged 
its readers to visit the library 
and bask in this modern 
wonder. Later on, the library 
became the center for tourist 
information and research 
into Canyon history, as it 
was the only public building 
in Silverado Canyon. 

During the floods of 
1969, a transformer fell onto 
the building. The acting 
librarian, Viola Gammel, was 
evacuated by the fire crew, 
and carried piggyback to her 
Modjeska Canyon home. 


SILVERADO 


The community assisted ailing librarian Gerry 
Klingensmith by collecting fines, checking books 
in and out, and helping patrons until she returned 
to work. The books were dried, and the library 
remained open during the rebuilding of the 
damaged roof. 

The Silverado Branch has been an emergency 
information center for residents during natural 
disasters. During the 1984 brush fire on Modjeska 
Grade, residents were unable to get home. Having 
no place to go, they stayed at the library. During 
power outages, patrons brought lanterns and high 
beam flashlights to help students and patrons. In 1987, 
during the Silverado fire, the fire department set up the 
library as a command post, and staff stayed three days, 
communicating with residents by phone and providing 
information to walk-ins. 

In 1995, Orange County bankruptcy issues concerned 
the community, which rallied en masse to preserve library 
service to the isolated area by forming committees and 
hosting fundraisers. The Silverado Branch now enjoys an 
active volunteer program, which helps with 
staffing and fundraising. 

Library staff was put to use during the 
2007 firestorms when the canyon areas 
were all evacuated. Most residents chose 
to form their own camp at the corner of 
Chapman and Jamboree at the Albertson’s 
shopping center. The library staff assisted 
with communications, pet sitting, feeding 
residents and other services as needed for 
almost two weeks. 

In 2008, the Silverado branch came onto 
the radar of a librarianship journal writer, 
Norman Oder, who called it “the smallest 
and most isolated branch” of the OC Public 
Libraries system in his May 30, 2008 Library Journal article: 
“When a Fire Hit, a Rural OC Library Was There to Help.” 
He wrote that the library was the “key community center” 
in the aftermath of the 2007 Santiago Fire. 


Overhead shot of the 
branch, 1962 
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Branch Manager Lucille 
Cruz with Megan the Cat 


Megan the Cat, 
overwhelmed by the 
amount of work left to do 


In 2010, the Silverado Library was the recipient of 
the documents and oral histories of the residents who 
were impacted by these conflagrations. The personal 
narratives and media were part of a California 
Council of Humanities sponsored project at the 
Center for Oral and Public History at California 
State University, Fullerton campus. “Gone through 
Fire: Modjeska and Silverado Canyons and the 2007 
Santiago Fire” was the oral history project done in 
collaboration with the Tucker Wildlife Sanctuary. 
The resource collection was given to branch manager 
Lucille Cruz at a recognition ceremony on Saturday, 
June 12, 2010 at the Tucker Wildlife Sanctuary. Ten 
bound reference volumes of narrative transcripts, 
sixteen interview videodiscs, and nineteen audio 
recordings of residents and their families were a gift 
to the Silverado Library. All of these materials were 
made available for the public to view, listen and 
read the more powerful moments of the fires that 
swept though the Santiago, Modjeska and Silverado 
canyons of Orange County, California in October 
2007. 

At the end of 2010, heavy rains caused mudslides 
and the creek to overflow in many areas of Silverado. 
The library was turned into a Red Cross Canteen, 
feeding volunteer workers. Staff spent their time 
making sandwiches and passing out water and juice, 
not your everyday library duty. 

The Silverado Branch is also the only branch in 
OC Public Libraries that has a cat on staff, Megan. 
She serves a very important role other than mascot. 
The branch has a creek flowing in the back and 
attracts many unwanted critters, including snakes. 
The cat serves as a signal that something unwanted 
is in the building. She has caught moles, lizards and, 
on several occasions, rattlesnakes. 

Today’s branch manager, Lucille Cruz, has 
watched over this unusual branch since 1978, and 
received her first gift from a little boy, Lance Osborn. 
The gift, a drunken lizard in a beer bottle, points out 
that working in this library brings the unexpected 
each and every day. 


TUSTIN 


Tustin 193] 


he newest edition of the Tustin Public Library has 
traveled a long and bumpy road with many stops 

since 1890. The first library was located in a Victorian 
schoolhouse. In 1924, a few Tustin ladies set up a reading 
room with a small collection of books housed in the Tustin 
Grammar School on C Street. The first community branch 
was built in 1931 and Mrs. Hazel Gowdy was its first 
librarian. Now, the facility located at 345 East Main Street 
is the ninth in Tustin’s history. More than a decade in the 
making, at 32,400 square feet, it is well worth the wait. 

In 1997, the city of Tustin established an Ad Hoc Library 
Planning Committee to guide a Library Needs Assessment 
and Facility Plan. It included members of the community 
and representatives from the Tustin Unified School District 
(TUSD), the City Council, and the County Library. Key 
community stakeholders gave their input at focus groups 
and town hall meetings, stressing key elements: homework 
help for students, quiet reading areas, a teen room, and 
meeting/study rooms. 

This assessment was completed in September 1998. The 
city then began the options processes to acquire the land on 
which the Tustin Library now stands. In 2002 and 2004, the 
city applied for State Library Bond Act funds to construct 
the building, citing the collaboration for a homework center, 
computer lab, professional training center and conference 
rooms. Although rated by California State Library staff as an 
excellent example, the project was not funded. Exterior of the newly 

built branch, 2009 
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However, the positive outcome of this process was 
the city’s refinement of its Library Needs Assessment, 
preparation of a new Library Building program, and 
development of concept plans 
for the project. Also, the City 
Council in 2004 permitted the 
city to jumpstart the project with 
redevelopment funds and to 
pursue other funding sources. City 
Council approved the plans and 
specifications for the new library 
construction on September 4, 2007. 
The former building closed on 
August 10, 2009, and the Tustin 
Library opened its new doors on 
August 19, 2009. 
Besides the use of redevelopment 
funds, the city established a 
donor contribution program and 
; “een ee obtained major funds amounting 
Groundbreaking Feb 21, to approximately $3.3 million, 
2008. (L to R) County applied for and obtained two State Work Force Grants, 
Librarian Helen Fried, and established three Community Facility Districts. The 
Supervisor Bill Campbell, city also applied approximately $7.6 million from land 
Council Member Tony sale proceeds. In total, approximately $10 million of the 
Rewostimn, Council total project expenses came from the city’s general fund, 
Ne oe city-restricted funds, or land sale proceeds. 

i a oa The expansive, light-filled building offers the 
Elizabeth Anne MacPherson 
Children’s Learning Center, 
complete with a 1,000 square 
foot homework center, a separate 
story time room, and twenty-nine 
computers for young children and 
students. The Learning Center 
was named in memory of the late 
wife of local Tustin entrepreneur 
Joe MacPherson with support 
from the MacPherson Foundation. 
Elizabeth “Betty” MacPherson was 
an avid Tustin Library supporter 
and volunteer. 

In the main library, visitors will 
find a quiet room, the computer 


poly ohne St 
ate 


lab with twenty-three computers, and the teen room with 
six computers. READ/OC has a literacy office at the Tustin 
Library and two tutoring rooms. Another two group study 
rooms are available for teens and adults. On the floor, 
adults have access to thirty-three computers. 

In response to community input, the library offers a 
community room which seats eighty-eight with an adjoining 
service kitchen and a small conference room. Both of these 
rooms are reserved through the City of Tustin Parks & 
Recreation Department. 

The Friends of the Tustin Library have a bookstore 
conveniently located near the front lobby. 

With generous parking, a location bordering the quaint 
Old Town Tustin on one side and the City Hall complex 
on the other, the Tustin Library is ideally situated for 
community engagement. Adjacent to the library on the east 
is a plaza offering seating and shade, Wi-Fi accessibility, 
and a convenient location for outdoor programming. 

The Tustin Library offers something for everyone. 


» 
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Author Jan Burke signs copies of her book Goodnight Irene, Oct 10, 2010 


TUSTIN 


The library's patio of topiary 
trees is called Palm Court 
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Children’s Fountain, 
dedicated June 2000 


Branch Dedication, 
Sept 23, 1976 


Cypress 


n December 1921, shortly after the Orange 

County Free Library was created, M. M. 

Carpenter volunteered to maintain a “station 
library” of about 200 books for the Free Library in 
a small Cypress real estate office. Two years later, 
the books were transferred to the former Cypress 
School. While local teachers had volunteered to 
keep this collection functioning as a library, they 
were not successful. On July 7, 1933, under the 
direction of Mrs. Clara King, a community branch 
opened for one hour a day. In 1937, an official 
branch of the Orange County Library opened in a 
former bank building. 

In 1953, the library had to move because of 
earthquake damage to the bank building. The new 
location consisted of 600 square feet in a storefront 
building adjacent to the Southern Pacific Railroad 
track. This site was less than desirable because the 
books vibrated on, and sometimes off, the shelves 
whenever a train passed by. 

By 1963, this building held a collection of 5,000 
volumes, and it was clear that another building was 
needed. The Cypress City Council proposed that 
the Orange County Board of Supervisors construct 
a branch library on Moody Street. This 6,000 square 
foot structure was to serve as an interim location for 
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the library until the city could bring to fruition its plans 
for building a civic center. Since the city desired its 
new civic center to include a branch of the OC Public 
Libraries, the Moody Street building would then be 
converted to a recreation center. 

In 1965, the Moody Street branch opened and served 
the city until the Civic Center was built in 1975-76. 
The present 15,000 square foot facility opened in 
1976. Under the steady guidance of local resident and 
branch librarian, Christine Swain, the library moved 
from the 600 square foot building near the Southern 
Pacific Railroad tracks, through the Moody Street 
Branch phase, and to the present modern facility. 
Swain retired in 1984. 

In 1986, the library was remodeled with major 
changes in shelving and new desks and equipment. 
In 1994, the Cypress Branch received the large sheet 
music collection that had been formerly housed at the 
Garden Grove Chapman Branch. The music collection 
would come to be integral to the identity of the 
Cypress Branch. In 1999, a grant from the California 
State Library allowed for the collection to be cataloged, 
preserved, and made available to the public. Today, 
the music collection continues to grow with many 
regular and generous donations from the community. 
In 2010, staff started the lengthy process of digitizing 
selected public domain sheet music which are made 
available online via the OC Public Libraries Historical 
Sheet Music Collection on the library’s website. 

In the winter of 2009-10, the library interior was 
extensively renovated. The public restrooms were 
enlarged and new carpeting, paint, and signage 
freshened up the building. Expanding the number of 
Internet access public computers and adding Wi-Fi 
access completed the renovation. | 

The Cypress Women’s Club performs the functions 
usually done by a Friends of the Library organization. 
The Club raises funds for the library mainly through 
selling donated books at its “Book Nook” in the front 
of the library. These funds are then used to expand the 
library’s collections and pay for the summer reading 
programs. 


Wall display for the 2001 
Summer Reading Program 
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Groundbreaking on library 
expansion, 1978 


iS eS 
Branch building from 1962 to 


1978 being demolished. Sign 
on front says, “Moving to 


12377 Seal Beach Boulevard. 
Closing May 23” 
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ROSSMOOR 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Los Alamitos - 


Rossmoor 


ounty library service was first offered in Los 
Alamitos as early as 1921 from the principal's 
office of the old Laurel School located in the 
center of town. An official Los Alamitos 
Branch was established in the school in 
January 1935 with Mrs. Grace Green as 
the first librarian. 

The community grew rapidly during 
the 1930s and 1940s, especially after 
the U.S. Naval Air Station moved 
to Los Alamitos from Long Beach in 
1941, bringing many naval families. 
That year the library moved across 
the street where it stayed until 1950, 
when it moved into the new post office 
building, where it was enlarged and 
remodeled in 1956. 

In April 1962, the library moved 
to its current location on Montecito 
Road near the Rossmoor Shopping 
Center, changing its name to the Los 
Alamitos - Rossmoor Branch Library. 
The library was fully supported by the 
community and opened with lounge 
furniture donated by the Rossmoor 
Jewish Men’s Club, periodical covers 
and art books supplied by the Rossmoor 
Woman’s Club, floor pads for the 
children’s section from the Rossmoor 
Brownies, and a $25 donation towards a 
bike rack by a local Cub Scout Troop. 

In 1967, the shopping center was 
annexed by the City of Seal Beach, 
so the library actually resides 
in Seal Beach, but serves the 
communities of Los Alamitos, 
Rossmoor, and Seal Beach. 


LOS ALAMITOS ROSSMOOR 


Originally a 5,000 square foot building, the library 
was expanded in 1978 to 10,088 square feet with a 
collection of 51,000 volumes. In July 1985, a fire in 
the book drop, started by some wayward fireworks, 
caused considerable damage to the library’s interior. 
During repairs, the building was remodeled with 
added circulation and reference desks, and reopened 
in November 1985. In April 2010, the library was 
refurbished, receiving new carpet, paint, two new 
service desks, and an updated floor plan. 

Community involvement and support for the library 
remains strong. Each spring the Rossmoor Woman’s 
Club contributes money to the branch and since 2008 
the Rossmoor Shopping Center, now known as The 
Shops at Rossmoor, has been a partner in our One Book, 
One Community reading program. Many loyal adult 
and teen volunteers work in the library on a regular 
basis; and during the summer, teens assist younger 
children with the popular Summer Reading Program. 

The Friends of the Los Alamitos - Rossmoor Library 
organized in 1961 and are still actively supporting the 
library. Proceeds from their bookstore and outdoor 
book sales fund children’s programming and help 
expand the library’s collections. The Friends also 
plan, fund, and present enriching cultural programs 
for adults each quarter. . 

Although the library of 1921 and 
that of 2011 differ dramatically, 
the Los Alamitos - Rossmoor 
Library still has a small-town 
atmosphere and staff know many 
of our patrons by name. Our 
goals of encouraging reading and 
ensuring access to information for 
all remain the same. 


Programs such as story times, fashion 
shows, and small business workshops 
help the community and give enjoyment 
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Library detectives on the 
trail of a good book, Summer 
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Dana Point 


he Dana Point Library began operation in 
the post office on Pacific Coast Highway on 

October 1, 1938, serving the unincorporated 
community of Dana Point and adjoining areas. 
Mrs. Laura Louise Russell was its first librarian. 
The library changed its name in 1977 to Dana 
Niguel and back to its original name in 1998 by an 
unanimous vote by the City Council at the request 
of the Friends of the Library in hopes of creating a 
wider community awareness of the library. 

On April 2, 1976, after thirty-eight years and two 
branch moves, the modern-day library celebrated 
its groundbreaking. The building, designed with 
skylights to reduce the need for artificial lighting, 
is also the only branch in Orange County to use 
earth berms to improve insulation. On opening day, 
celebrated July 6, 1977, the collection offered 57,000 
volumes. “Special equipment” at the time included 
a VCR monitor, manual typewriters, and Apple Ile 
computers for public use. 

The Friends of the Dana Point Library was 
organized in 1979. The first president, Cynthia 
Baugh, recruited twenty original members. Their 
goal was to strengthen community support for the 


library and raise funds for library operations. 
Today there are over 500 members in the group. 

In April of 2008, the City of Dana Point began 
funding Sunday hours. The constant stream of 
children needing books for reports, and people 
looking for something to read or to use the 
computers, has shown that the community truly 
appreciates their generosity. 

The city of Dana Point is unique in that it 
is one of the few cities named for an author. 
In 1884, Richard Henry Dana, who penned 
Two Years Before the Mast, gave the city its 
name. With a beautiful harbor and marine 
activities, the Dana Point Branch offers an 
excellent collection of nautical and marine books. 

People visiting the library will find a vibrant 
community life for both children and adults. 
Carolyn Hopkins, who was the branch children’s 
librarian for almost twenty years, has become a 
fixture in the community. Many of the original 
attendees of her story times are now bringing 
their own children back to instill in them the 
same love of reading that they found listening 
to her stories. The branch offers preschool story 
times, an after school club for older children, and 
special appearances of magicians, puppeteers, 
and storytellers. Adults who visit the library will 
be surprised by the variety of programs available 
for them as well. With quarterly musical concerts, 
monthly foreign films, job and résumé workshops, 
and computer classes, the library provides 
something for people of every age. 


DANA POINT 


You never know who 
youll meet at the 
Dana Point branch. 


Halloween 2008. (L to R) 
Office Supervisor Janet 
Van Reenan, Clerk Paula 
Becker, Clerk Sandy McCoy, 
Library Assistant Marilyn 
McCloskey, Children’s 
Librarian Carolyn Hopkins 


Exterior, 2010 
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STANTON 


Stanton 1940 


wl 


he Stanton Library first opened its doors in 1940, 
during the city’s thirty-two year unincorporated 
period. The library’s first location was a one- 
room office at Cerritos and Beach Boulevard. It opened 
with 962 books and checked out 2,525 items its first 
year. Geraldine Kahl was the first librarian. In 1956, 
due to a street widening project on Beach Boulevard, 
the library moved westerly on Cerritos Avenue into 
a storefront which it shared with a restaurant. Only 
a small partition separated the two establishments. 
It seems the Stanton Library of 1956 was somewhat 
a harbinger of the future. Today some libraries have 
coffee bars. Back then, Stanton Library shared space 
with an entire restaurant! 

In late 1959, the library expanded into the 
restaurant’s portion of the storefront. The library had 
large storefront windows and no air conditioning, 
so both front and rear doors were kept open in good 
weather. A garden rake was kept on hand so leaves 
and other debris that blew into the library on windy 
days could be raked up. 

In 1974, the library moved into a newly-built 5,890 
square foot building located at 7850 Katella Avenue in 
the Stanton civic center area. The Stanton === 
City Hall and Police Department are 
directly across the street, and the local 
Boys and Girls Club is an important 
neighbor which intensifies use of the 
library’s services for children. With the 
added space, existing library collections 
were significantly increased and new 
collections begun. 

To better serve Stanton’s growing 
Hispanic population, the Library began 
collecting Spanish language materials, 
as well as resources for native Spanish- 
speaking patrons to learn English. 
Spanish language books, audiocassettes, videos and 
later, compact discs were added to the collection to 
better serve this growing community. 
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The Spanish language resources continue to be an 
important part of the library’s holdings today, as more 
than half of the city’s residents are of Hispanic origin. 
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Santa pays a special visit to 
the kids of Stanton in 1950. 


Children’s Librarian Lindsay 
Klick helps the children with 
a si project, 2 2011 
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According to Mary Mooradian, a 
retired career librarian at Stanton, the 
library survived the floods of 1992 
when waves of water splashed over 
curb and sidewalk, but luckily did 


‘not enter the front doors. Earthquakes 


have rumbled and jolted but left 
no damage. This, however, was not 
the case when an automobile drove 
through the south wall and destroyed 
shelving and damaged carpeting. 
A few months later this scenario 
mysteriously repeated itself, when 
someone backed their automobile 
through the east wall. Concrete-filled 
six-inch posts now protect these walls. 
The library was refurbished in 
2006 in a joint effort by the Stanton 
Redevelopment Agency and OC 
Public Libraries. These improvements 
included new carpeting, new paint, 
and rearranging the library’s shelving. 
Today, while making 
the traditional book 


: al mT and media collections, 
i 


in both English and 
Spanish, available to the 
public, the library also 
has seventeen public-use 
computers providing 
access to the Internet, the 
library’s informational 
and reference databases, 
and word processing and 
spreadsheet software. The 
Stanton Library continues 
to offer free educational, 
informational, and 
entertainment resources to 
the community of Stanton. 


VILLA PARK 
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ith the assistance from the Villa Park 

Home and School League, the Villa 

Park Branch opened on July 1, 1958 at 
the old Villa Park Elementary School on Lincoln 
Street and Center Drive. The original 300 square 
foot branch occupied an unused principal's office. 
The collection of 2,951 books had been transferred 
to Villa Park from the recently closed Ocean View 
Branch. The first librarian was Jean Thompson. 
The first year’s circulation was 23,293, and 707 
new patrons were registered. The popularity of 
the library quickly required expansion into an 
adjoining classroom. 

Because of its location, the Villa Park Branch | 
remained primarily a school-oriented library with ss ytorjor of the branch, 1990s 
limited adult patronage. Because the standards, 
orientation and focus of public libraries are vastly 


ae 


Open House with the Friends of the Villa 


different from school libraries, this location was Park Library after renovation. Feb 2009. 
always considered as temporary. (L to R) Villa Park Mayor Jim Rheins, 
Villa Park, known as “the hidden jewel,” was Bev Ulmer, Malki Moonsinghe, Branch 
incorporated as a city in 1962. In 1972, the city Librarian Joyce Hensley, Monica Helzer, 
moved their City Estelle “Cookie” Stubing, Jonna Allison, 


Hall to their current 
location in the city’s 
only shopping center. 
The library made 
the move as well, 
and is now tucked 
in the northeast 
corner at Wanda and 
Santiago Boulevard. 
At this new location, 
library use increased 
exponentially. 

The library is a 
community branch 
in every sense. An 
informal atmosphere 
prevails, and residents 
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Unidentified Guest, Jack Cleary 
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A Book’s Best Friend 


Exterior, 2010 
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“meet and greet” often in the library. Students from 
the local elementary schools, the middle school and 
the high school are frequent users as well. Patrons 
and staff are often on a first-name basis, and laughter 
can often be heard as the latest story is shared or book 
discussed. 

In 1995, the county suffered financial difficulties, 
and it looked like this little branch would not survive. 
The community rallied and formed the first Friends of 
the Villa Park Library group, working with city and 
county officials to keep the branch open. 

By 1996, the Friends also provided funds to expand 
and refurbish the branch. And in 2008, the Friends 
and the City of Villa Park contributed funds for 
another upgrade. The new paint, carpet and inviting 
layout have brought increased interest and patronage 
to the library. 

With the assistance of the Friends, loyal volunteers, 
city leaders and devoted patrons, the Villa Park Branch 
looks forward to serving many more years as a 
community icon. 
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Garden Grove 
Chapman 


he Chapman Branch is one of three county 

library branches in the city of Garden Grove. 

Geographically, it lies between its sister 
branches, the Garden Grove West branch and Garden 
Grove Regional library, and shares a Friends of the 
Library organization with them. The branch was 
originally planned to be a part of the shopping center 
at Chapman and Brookhurst Avenues, where the 
library bookmobile stopped three times per week. 
Property costs were too high at the planned site, so 
the city arranged to build the library on the northeast 
edge of the Marie L. Hare Junior High School 
grounds. 

The Chapman and West Garden Grove branches 
were approved and constructed simultaneously with 
the same crew working on both branches, traveling 
between the two facilities. Both libraries opened on 
January 14, 1964. The architect was James L. Wilde 
and they were constructed at a cost of $90,000 each. 

The book collection of the existing Garden Grove 
Branch was to be the nucleus of the three branches, 
with all three branch librarians working at the 
Garden Grove Branch, selecting and marking books 
for their destination. The county school collection 
was being dispersed and these books formed a 
major part of the children’s collection of the two 
new branches. 

The Chapman Library was originally designated 
as an “area” branch when the area concept was 
originated. This type of branch was to be the 
community headquarters for specialized service 
and extensive collections. However, the 5,000 
square foot building could not house the staff and 
collection needed for these backup services for the 
“community” branches. Five years after Chapman 
was built, anew Garden Grove branch was built, 
which became the 20,000 square foot “regional” 


GARDEN GROVE CHAPMAN 
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Book stacking competition, 
late 1970s 
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library. It assumed the backup responsibilities, 
permitting Chapman to begin to develop its 
specialties as a community branch. 

Harriet Scheldrup was the first librarian 
at Chapman Branch. Chapman had the first 
professional Children’s Librarian in OC Public 
Libraries, Dorothy Wood, who became the 
branch manager in 1965 and held that position for 
30 years, until 1995, when she transferred to the 
Cypress Branch. Because of Wood’s knowledge 
and interest in music, contributors from the 
Woman’s Civic Club of Garden Grove and the 
Garden Grove Friends of the Library started and 
sustained the Chapman Branch’s music collection 
until 1993. In 1994, this valuable collection was 
transferred to the Cypress Library, where the 
collection seeded a much larger music collection 
to be built in the ensuing years. 

For a brief time in the mid-1990s, Chapman 
and West Garden Grove operated under a 
reduced schedule, each being open half the 
former hours. George Tait was manager of both 
branches from 1995 to 1997, and shuttled back 
and forth between the two libraries. When full 
hours were restored in 1997, Tait carried on full 
time at Chapman. 

In 2000, Carol Ann Helsel, who had been the 
children’s librarian at Chapman from 1965 to 
1995, became the branch manager, eventually 
retiring in 2004, having worked in the system for 
almost forty years. 

The branch has a long history of conducting 
innovative programming. Beginning in 1973 
and continuing for twenty-two summers, “The 
Chapman Players,” a local group of students 


Author George Smedley 
Smith, who presented 

a Chinese Woodblock 
Program, stands with 
staff, January 1969 


30th Anniversary, 1994 
(L to R) Carol Ann Helsel, 
Carol Manley, 
Dorothy Wood 
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ar have a program for adults 


in the early morning and 


have a good turnout 


from the seventh grade and up, presented 
an annual melodrama. The library currently 
offers an annual summer reading program 
for all ages, weekly story times for toddlers 
and preschoolers, computer classes for 
adults and volunteer opportunities for 
teenagers. 

The Chapman Branch works with city 
and county organizations and groups to 
ensure the branch is continually evolving to 
meet the changing needs of the community. 
When the branch began to show signs of 
disrepair in 2007, the patio area and outdoor 
landscaping were updated. That same year, 
the branch was awarded an “Early Learning 
with Families” grant to redecorate the 
children’s area and add a toddler story time 
for younger children. 

As the demographics of the surrounding 
community change and new technologies 
become available, the Chapman Branch 
updates the collection accordingly. Along 
with materials in English for children and 
adults, the branch holds collections of 
Spanish and Vietnamese materials, Teen 
books, and a variety of audiovisual items. 

The Chapman Branch will celebrate fifty 
years of continued excellent service to the 
local community in 2014. 


GARDEN GROVE CHAPMAN 
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Lost in the stacks, June 1967 
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This Gertenslager P2800 
bookmobile was soon 
converted for service to 
Orange County after 
appearing outside of the 
Chapman branch in 1970 


Summer reading 
programs have 
been a big hit with 
the children of 
Garden Grove 
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University Park’s tenth anniversary celebration, November 1985 


West 
Garden Grove 


est Garden Grove is one of three branches 
W ere the city of Garden Grove. The West 

Garden Grove area was annexed by the city 
in 1961. At that time, Garden Grove was being served 
by one library, the Garden Grove Branch on Euclid 
Street, and demand for services was growing rapidly. 
Beginning in 1959, OC Public Libraries had been serving 
the areas west of Brookhurst with periodic bookmobile 
visits. The bookmobile visited the Eastgate subdivision 
(West Garden Grove) every Friday. By 1962, bookmobile 
circulation was large enough to merit the construction of 
a new branch library. 

In 1961, the Women’s Division of the Chamber of 
Commerce was tasked with determining the need for 
additional library services in Garden Grove. Their 
Community Betterment Committee recommended to 
the City Council that two new 5,000 square foot library 
branches should be built. This committee organized the 
Friends of the Library in April of 1962. 

The West Garden Grove and Chapman Branches were 
constructed simultaneously, using the same architect and 
the same construction crews, which shuttled back and 
forth. Both libraries have a modular design, consisting of 
one large open room with areas designated through the 
placement of furniture and shelving. The libraries can be 
redesigned more easily than a building 
with interior walls. 

The West Garden Grove Library was 
designed as a community branch, and 
was built on the corner of Bailey Street 
and Chapman Avenue in the Eastgate 
subdivision, a community of tract 
houses and apartment buildings. The 
young families who raised their children 
there made the library a part of the 
community life. Hence, the library and 
the community have grown up together. 


WEST GARDEN GROVE 


Exterior, 2011 


Summer Reading 
Program, 1973 
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The West Garden Grove Branch Library opened on 
January 14, 1964 with approximately 14,000 volumes. 
Mrs. Myrna Donahue was the first branch librarian. 
The collection has been nurtured along by dedicated 
branch staff, including Mac Teverbaugh, who served as 
branch manager for three decades, and Elaine Kelby, 
children’s librarian for much of that same period. Under 
Teverbaugh’s leadership, close relationships were forged 
with the community and with the Friends of the Garden 
Grove Libraries. 
Every summer, the Summer Reading Program thrived 
under the guiding hand of Elaine Kelby. The first day 
of the program generally featured staff dressing up in 
costume to match the program’s theme. Kelby helped 

Branch Manager Mac to develop one of the best children’s sections in the OC 
Teverbaugh prepares for Public Libraries system, which was significant in its 
opening day of Summer depth and breadth. 

Reading, 1969 Teverbaugh had a passionate interest in jazz, and 

put his personal stamp on the library by developing 
a jazz collection, and when the Friends of the Garden 
Grove Libraries provided money for a record 
collection, the emphasis on jazz was extended 
to the audio collections as well. Jazz became the 
branch specialty. 

In 1995, amid severe funding challenges brought 
about by budget shifts and the Orange County 
bankruptcy, West Garden Grove had to reduce 
services to half-time. Staff and hours at both 
branches were restored to full service in August 
of 1997. As funding was gradually restored, 
an additional half-time librarian was added at 
West Garden Grove in 2002. A strong volunteer 
program which emerged during the crisis years 
has continued as part of the community’s support. 

In keeping with technological trends since | 
1999, the library system has expanded its services by 
providing Internet access and a Wi-Fi environment as 


Branch Manager Mac 
Teverbaugh signs children 
up for the Summer 


Reading Program, 1969 the ways in which people use information has changed. 
West Garden Grove has also offered one-on-one coaching — 
for patrons who are unfamiliar with basic software 
applications and Internet navigation. 
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FOUNTAIN VALLEY 


Fountain Valley 1965 


riginally part of the 1784 Las Bolas Land 
ex in the mid-1800s the Fountain Valley 

area was covered with willows and tule pads, 
while the Santa Ana River meandered through the 
valley. It was called “Gospel Swamps,” then “Talbert,” 
and finally, “Fountain Valley” for its many artesian 
wells. Library service to the community was provided 
as early as 1921 at the Talbert School and bookmobiles 
visited between 1959 and 1964. The library’s service 
area had a patron base of 
3,600 in the early 1920s, 
but the population has 
grown since then and is 
over 55,000 according to 
the 2010 census. 

Fountain Valley was 
incorporated in 1957 and 
by January 1965 dedicated 
the first two buildings in 
its civic center: City Hall and the library. The 5,200 Exterior, 1968 
square foot library opened with 13,575 volumes. 

Ms. Dorise Jesko was its first branch librarian. 

After three expansions, the current library, 
designed by Ralph Allen, celebrated its 
groundbreaking on November 5, 1988 and its 
dedication on September 27, 1991, opening with 
58,000 items. 

The library’s front appears as a sculptural 
composition of curvilinear gray concrete 
illuminated with natural light under high 
clerestory windows. At night, the building’s front 
facade appears like a friendly blue whale, while 
from the air, the building’s sawtooth plan fans 
out across its site. Inside the branch, natural light, 
local artwork and an open view create a warm 
and welcoming ambiance. Near the lobby is a lovely 
carved wood and bronze tree. The tree leaves are 
engraved with the names of donors to the library. 
The sculpture was done by Sanford Werfel and was 
commissioned in honor of David Christy, a librarian. 


Exterior, 2009 
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Few patrons leave the library without spending time 
viewing the library's most recent and prized additions, 
two sculptures which adorn the verdant and tranquil 
outdoor patio. One piece stands in the garden and the 
other, The Secret, stands in the center of the reflecting 
pool. The Secret honors branch librarian Ronald S. Rice. 

In 2007, Mark Cummings, then the branch’s letter 
carrier, offered his outstanding collection of preserved 
insects and spiders for permanent display in the library. 
The Friends donated the funds needed to create a display 
case perfectly suited to the collection. 

From the beginning, the Fountain Valley Branch has 
been supported by a very active Friends group, which 
still includes charter members. Each year, through its 
onsite bookstore and special book sales, the Friends 
raise thousands of dollars for the library. Funding from 
the Friends enables the library to enrich its materials 
collections, update library technology, purchase furniture, 
and to offer both children and adult programming. The 
Friends have also consistently supported county-wide 
programming, including Literary Orange. 

Visitors to the library will see a diverse population of 
The Secret, a sculpture patrons surfing the Internet, reading, receiving reference 

of is HES CRE assistance, browsing the bookstore, viewing an old 

and child, by artist ‘ P ‘ ; ; 
ies toe movie, taking a beading class, attending a community 
meeting, or just taking in the sunshine on the patio. The 
Fountain Valley Library is just one of the factors that 


Chinese New make Fountain Valley, “A nice place to live.” 
Year, 2010 


MESA VERDE 


Costa Mesa - 
Mesa Verde 


he Costa Mesa - Mesa Verde Library is one of 

three OC Public Libraries in the city of Costa 

Mesa. The library first opened its doors on 
November 1, 1965, with a collection of 
11,500 items. During the first months of 
operation the circulation reached 12,000 
books per month. In 2011, the collection 
had increased to over 74,000 items. Esther 
Burch was the first branch librarian of the 
Mesa Verde library. 

The Mesa Verde Branch is in a 
residential area of Costa Mesa. The 
building is 6,458 square feet and consists 
of three levels. The first level, once used 
as a storage area, is now home to the 
adult fiction collection. The second level 
is home to the circulation desk, reference 
and children’s collections, and computers 
offering public access to the Internet. The aa 
third — mezzanine — level is the periodical Opening Day of Summer 
section, part of which was adapted in 2009 Reading, mid-1960s 
to provide an area for laptop users. 

The Mesa Verde Branch is considered a 
neighborhood library. Families in the area 
enjoy walking to the branch, especially 
on hot summer evenings, and enjoy the 
neighborhood’s peaceful surroundings. 
Parents bring their children to library 
and many comment that they were often 
brought to the Mesa Verde library for story 
time and summer reading programs as 
kids. Now, as parents, they are introducing 
their own children to the library. Many 
children who participated in the Summer 
Reading Program as youngsters come back 
as teen volunteers, assisting the newest 
participants. 


4H program, 1992 
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Dragon Tales masks, c. 2000 


Exterior, 2009 


The Mesa Verde Library serves a diverse clientele, 
from toddlers to senior citizens, with many recent 
immigrants. The Spanish and Vietnamese language 
collections are popular, as are large print and 
audiobooks. Mesa Verde patrons enjoy Internet usage, 
reference assistance, reading, and attending various 
programs for adults and children. 

The library has an active adult volunteer program. 
Throughout the year, a group of adults generously give 
of their time assisting with various library tasks; we are 
very appreciative of their support. 

The Friends of the Costa Mesa Libraries, first 
established in 1959 by Lucille Pinkley and Mrs. John 
Smith, serves as a non-profit support group for all 
three Costa Mesa area libraries— Costa Mesa - Donald 
Dungan, Mesa Verde, and Costa Mesa Technology 
branches. In 2006, the Friends opened the Mesa Verde 
Bookstore, selling donated used books. The bookstore is 
open six afternoons each week and is entirely operated 
by volunteers. This has become the major fundraiser 
for the Friends group. The monies raised by the Friends 
provide funds for programs, new equipment, new 
books, audiobooks, DVDs, and other library needs. 

The Friends also sponsor 
the annual summer reading 
program for children. 

The Mesa Verde Branch 
has undergone many changes 
since 1965, such as the 
reupholstering of furniture 
in 2000 and the repainting 
of the building in 2001. The 
most significant change in 
the past decade has been 
the introduction of public- 
access computers. Most 
recently, in January of 2011, 
new children’s and reference 
service desks were installed, 
thanks to the generosity of 
the Friends of the Costa Mesa 
Libraries group. 


LA PALMA 


La Palma 1969 


a Palma Branch Library opened in October 1969 
with 10,000 books. According to an October edition 


of the News-Enterprise, it was named “Orange 
County’s most beautiful library.” Lionel Ascher 
was its first librarian. 

The city of La Palma, which was incorporated 
in 1955 as Dairyland, officially changed its name 
to La Palma in February 1965. When a citizen 
committee formed to consider library services, 
it opted to become part of OC Public Libraries 
instead of the Buena Park Library District. 

The 6,000 square foot library was built in 
the new civic center adjacent to a large dairy 
farm owned by Jake Westra, and it opened its 
doors on October 4, 1969. During its first year, 
the area was still rural, and children could ride 
their horses to the library. Long time La Palma 
resident and library volunteer Anne Tatsuta 
recalled that dairy farms still operated nearby, 
contributing to some unpleasant odors and 
attendant problems with flies. Recollections from branch 
staff told of cows smudging the library’s windows with 
their noses. Fortunately, the dairy was moved in 1970. 

During the winter of 1969, staff was shivering when 
temperatures inside the library dropped to 53 degrees. 
An expert assured the staff that everything was 
in working order, but it was later discovered 
that the gas pipes had never been installed in 
the library. 

In June 1971, the Friends of the Library were 
officially formed to provide volunteer and 
financial support. 

In March 1980, during a remodel of the 
library, construction was completed on a 
meeting room, which added another 225 square 
feet to the library. This room is available for 
use by outside groups but is mainly used as an 
activity area for children’s programs and other 
uses as needed. This area can be closed off with 
a retractable folding fourth wall. 


Exterior, 2001 


Chalk Art Program, 
July 2010 
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The good ol’ days when you 
could ride your horse to the 
library, May 1970 
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Patrons cali thie new 


library, Opening Day, 
October 1969 


Helen Richardson and Cheryl Nakaji are ready to sign 
up children for the Summer Reading Program, 1995 


The La Palma Branch was designated as the location 
of the OC Public Libraries special collection of Japanese 
language materials. Mrs. Shizuko Goetzka, who has 
volunteered her assistance with the Japanese language 
collection since the mid-1980s, remembers reading in a 
Japanese paper that La Palma Library had a collection 
of Japanese books. She discovered at the time the library 
had only a shelf or so of books so she asked everyone 
she met if they had any Japanese books to donate. That 
one shelf of books grew to a collection of over 10,000 
books and became the primary Japanese language 
collection in OC Public Libraries. People still come from 
as far as San Diego to use the collection. 

When the Whittier Narrows earthquake struck on 
October 1, 1987, a section of the ceiling collapsed on the 
reference desk. Fortunately, the earthquake occurred 
before any staff arrived for work. Also, so many books 
fell from the shelves that it took staff a week to reshelve 
all the fallen books. 

The financial difficulties of the State of California 
and the bankruptcy of the County of Orange threatened 
to close the La Palma branch in 1995. The library was 
only open two days a week but local citizens formed a 
committee, lobbied and kept the library open. Cheryl 
Nakaji, manager during that time, called the La Palma 
Branch, “the little library that wouldn’t close.” 

Now open five days a week, La Palma Branch 
responds to the community’s needs by collecting a 
variety of materials in English, Japanese, Korean, 
Chinese, Spanish and Hindi languages. Twelve public 
computers provide Internet access and office style 
software. Wi-Fi is available for patrons who want to use 
their laptop computers. Story times, reading incentive 
programs and cultural programs are provided regularly. 
In the decade between 2000 and 2010, the library interior 
got new paint, carpet and lighting, as well as remodeled : 
restrooms. The library exterior received a new roof, 
air conditioning unit, enhanced landscaping, and a 
sidewalk. Also, courtesy of the City of La Palma, the 
library exterior was painted. 


UNIVERSITY PARK 


University Park 1975 


Irvine’s three libraries. It is located in Irvine’s 

earliest residential development, two miles from 
the University of California, Irvine. Designed by George 
Knowles and Larry LaBonté and built by Horizon 
Builders, the warm wood 
walls, high beamed 
ceiling, and central 
cement silo gives a barn- 
like impression reflective 
of Irvine’s agricultural 
past. Celebrated for its 
use of natural materials 
and lighting, the building 
won a design award from 
the American Institute 
of Architects, Orange 
County Chapter in 1979. 

Prior to the library’s 
existence, residents of University Park were served 
by the library bookmobile. Rumors that the vacant lot 
dedicated to the library was to be used for another 
purpose resulted in a petition campaign by the 
neighborhood; library building plans soon went into 
effect. | 

The library opened on October 20, 1975 with a 
dedication ceremony held on November 13th. Opening 
day staff have memories of unpacking box after box 
of brand new books while listening to the Eagles and 
newcomer Bruce Springsteen on the radio. Bette Ewan 
served as the first branch manager. 

In 1975, the library housed 20,000 volumes serving 
an Irvine population of 35,000. During the first year of 
operation, over half the collection was in circulation 
at all times. First year circulation was around 233,000 
items. By 2010, the library contained 99,000 volumes 
serving a population of 212,000 and has an average 
yearly circulation of 372,000. 


T he University Park Library was the first of 


Exterior, 1970s 


Girl Scouts, Dedication 
Day, Nov 13, 1975 
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Two years after the library’s opening, one of the 
first special programs highlighted a popular cultural 
event of the year—Star Wars. Apparently Darth Vader 
was to visit his ominous presence upon the library, 
but had to cancel at the last minute. Anyone who 
remembers waiting in line for the movie in 1977 can 
well imagine the near riot that threatened the quiet 
neighborhood of University Park! Another special 
event was the visit of author Mary Pope Osborne’s 
Magic School Bus to the library parking lot on June 
7, 1996. Kids toured the bus and met the famous Ms. 
Frizzle herself. The library made national television 
when a taped segment celebrating the library’s tenth 


Adult Librarian Minoo Sharifan P ; p 
anniversary appeared on Good Morning, America on 


with the adult book group on the 
library patio. May 2010 February 18, 1986. 
In November 1987, the library was given the 


sculpture Aspire through Art Spaces Irvine, an 
organization dedicated to installing art in Irvine 
locations. Aspire is by artist Ross Power. Purchased 
by Donald Bren from Power in 1984, it was originally 
intended for the Wells Fargo building at Newport 
Center. When that building was remodeled, Bren 

and the Irvine Company donated the piece to Art 
Spaces Irvine. Located inside the library until the 2009 
renovation, the sculpture now lends its symmetrical 
beauty to the library patio. 

In 1984, when OC Public Libraries converted to its 
first automated circulation system, the library was 
completely renovated. Several physical rearrangements 
were made to improve efficiency. The circulation area 
was modified and information and children’s service 
desks relocated. The information desk was moved from — 


Staff, 2010. (Front L to R) 


Page Lisa Ho, Page Carol the reference storage closet area to a space adjacent to 
McKibben, Clerk Bridget Pau, the library patio. A Friends of the Library bookstore 
Clerk Sawako Kono, Adult was added in 1986 by enclosing a staff patio, adding 
Librarian Minoo Sharifan, Clerk 908 square feet to the library’s original 10,189. 
Supervisor Shelia Hodge, Clerk In the late 1990s, the library again underwent some 


Mary Thatcher; (Back L to R) 


Clerk Calvin Tran, Children’s changes, notably renovation of the lobby, and an entire 


{stration Sarah Snes, Brande change in the look of the outside from the original dark 


Manager Laura Blasingham, wood to white stucco. 
Library Assistant Elena Dany On November 19, 2005, to celebrate the library’s 


thirtieth anniversary, the Friends of the Library 
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UNIVERSITY PARK 


Memorial Garden, located by the front 
entrance, was dedicated and a brass memorial 
tree attached to the exterior of the building. 

Most recently, what began as a public 
restroom upgrade to ADA standards became 
a major renovation involving a complete 
closure from May to November 2009. The 
patio was enlarged, public service desks 
replaced, bookstore facilities were enhanced, 
carpet and paint added, the Friends’ brass 
memorial tree relocated, a handicap ramp 
installed, and other improvements. Kishimoto 
Architects represented by Joe Arias de 
Cordoba designed the plans and Thomco Construction 
implemented them. The project added 112 square feet 
bringing the total to 11,209. The library opened to the 
public on December 14, 2009 with a reopening ceremony 
on January 4, 2010. 

The Friends of the Library have always played an 
important role in the library’s development. The income 
from book sales and the addition of the bookstore in 1985 has 
enabled the library to purchase a variety of materials such 
as DVDs, books, artwork, and new children’s furniture. The 
Friends have raised over $1,000,000 for the library. Several 
original members lobbied to have the library locate in this 
neighborhood. The Friends are dedicated library advocates. 

The library serves a highly educated and ethnically re 
diverse population. As the multicultural population First reference desk, 1975 
continues to grow in Irvine, the library has responded by 
providing a multi-language collection. In 1979, 
the Chinese language collection was started with 
a gift from the Irvine Chinese School. Japanese, 
Korean, Spanish, and Vietnamese collections were 
also started at this time. In 1984, the Farsi language 
collection began through the enthusiasm of Badri 
Tabibzadeh, a library staff member, and a $50 
donation by Nasser Khousrobod. 

Recent developments in technology include Wi-Fi 
access in 2003 and a self-checkout machine in 2007. 
Currently, the library provides fourteen computers ba Ne 
with Internet and Microsoft Office and five Opening of the Chinese 
computers for library catalog and database access. language collection, 1979 


that teaches kids to read 
by reading to a dog, 2011 


71 


— 


CELEBRATING 90 YEARS 


Magic show program, 2010 
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El Toro 


efore 1982, county library services were delivered 
to the areas of El Toro and Laguna Hills by 


bookmobile. A growing county population 
outpaced the resources of the bookmobile and inspired a 
local couple, Raymond and Dorothy Prothero, to donate 
land (a portion of the “Rancho Canada del los Alisos”) 
on which to build a branch library. 

The 10,000 square foot 
El Toro Branch Library 
was dedicated on March 
28, 1981, and opened its 
doors to the public on 
April 11, 1981. It had the 
distinction of being the 
county government’s 
first building to use 
solar energy. 2,000 
books were checked 
out during the first four 
hours on opening day, 
and the stack of requests 
for materials not at 
the branch was over 
three inches tall. Donna 
Laffoon was the first 
branch librarian. 

In 1987, the branch 
was renovated and 
enlarged by 1,400 square feet, bringing the total size 
to 11,400. This included more space for the public, a 
community room, and Friends of the Library bookstore. 

The city of El Toro was officially incorporated in 
December 1991. By popular vote, the city’s name was 
changed to Lake Forest. The library retained the El Toro 
Branch Library name. 

Inside, in the center of the library, a filtered skylight 
provides a glow of natural light. Extensive use of warm 
woods, an open floorplan, and richly upholstered seating 
contribute to the branch’s welcoming environment. 


EL TORO 


Friends of the El Toro Library have been 
exceptionally supportive of their local library and 
the Friend’s used bookstore generates a solid source 
of funding for various projects, materials and 
programming. 

In 2000, a grant was authorized by the City of Lake 
Forest’s City Council for enlarging the library and 
bookstore. The Friends also contributed, and Brion S. 
Jeanette was designated as the architect. In 2003, the 
new expansion was completed and redevelopment 
along El Toro Road began. The branch was expanded 
to 13,940 square feet. In 2007, the branch was closed 
for new carpet, paint, new lighting fixtures and 
removal of wooden siding. 

Over the years, the El Toro library has expanded in 
physical size and usage. It is open seven days a week 
and technological updates have provided new services 
for library patrons, such as Wi-Fi, new computers, and Nutcracker display, 
a digital phone system. The newest addition is a self- Christmas 2010 
checkout station allowing patrons to check out their 
own materials. 

Today, the city is working to begin more 
redevelopment work to the outside of the library 
and the surrounding area. 


Present day exterior, 2011 
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Program for the grand 
opening of the interim 
branch, December 1, 2010 


74 


Laguna Niguel 


he Laguna Niguel Library has grown and 
changed greatly since it first opened its doors 


in December 1987 as the Crown Valley Branch. 
It opened with 50,000 books, one personal computer, 
and audio tapes which were immediately popular 
with Laguna Niguel’s daily commuters. Mrs. Renee 
Sarno Welling was its first librarian. In 1999, the 
library officially changed its name to the Laguna 
Niguel Library. 

Today, the library has nearly 67,000 items which 
include books, audio books on CD, music CDs, DVDs 
and periodicals. To meet the technological needs 
of the community, free Wi-Fi and sixteen public 
computers are now available with printing access and 
many online services. 

Over the years the community of Laguna Niguel 
has actively supported the library. During times 
of financial crisis, the Friends of the Library have 
worked hand in hand with the City Council to 
maintain service, develop the collection and provide 
programming for all ages. Beginning in 1995, the city 
of Laguna Niguel has generously provided a materials 
grant of $30,000 annually. This funding has allowed 
the library to maintain magazine subscriptions, keep 
reference materials current, and provide an excellent 
selection of books for children, teens and adults. 

The Laguna Niguel Library has an active adult 
book club. During the holidays in 2010, the club held 
a “high tea” and nibbled on tea cakes and sandwiches 
as they discussed Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice. 
In past summers, the library has 
hosted a special series of gardening 
lectures, art appreciation lectures 
and adult summer reading 
programs. The library also provides 
computer training for groups as 
well as for individuals. 


Author Gregory Benford, 1992 


Teen programs have featured poetry programs, life 
skills lectures. such as “Learning to Leave the Nest” 
and musical programs, the most popular being the 
Harry and the Potters rock band, in addition to the 
annual summer reading program. Many volunteer 
opportunities are provided for local teens to earn 
service hours required for high school graduation. 
One of the most successful has been the Homework 
Help program in which teens with an A/B grade point 
average are trained in the skills to help children in 
elementary and middle school with homework issues. 
Children’s programs include Preschool and Toddler 
story times, monthly family story time, Pajama story 
time and the annual summer reading program. 

The City of Laguna Niguel is committed to providing 
the community with a beautiful, state of the art library. 
In 2010, the City provided funding for an extensive 
library expansion and remodel project. On October 13, 
2010, the library closed for renovation with a grand 
reopening celebration planned for the fall of 2011. 
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Workers prepare books for 
transport to the interim 
branch, November 2010 


Architect's renderings 
of the future Laguna 
Niguel branch 
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Circulation desk 


Story time area 


Facing the reality of the library 
being closed for nearly a year, 
the Laguna Niguel Friends of 
the Library were determined 
to continue fundraising for the 
library. The Friends opened an 
interim bookstore in the nearby 
Laguna Niguel Town Center. The 
interim bookstore began attracting 
new customers and library 
supporters. Seeing this strong 
community support, the Friends 
wanted to maintain library service 
within the City of Laguna Niguel 
and they agreed to provide 
funding for an interim library at 
the Laguna Niguel Town Center. 
The interim library provides 
computer Internet service, free Wi- 
Fi and stocks popular Best Sellers, 
Rentals, DVDs, and Books on CD. 

When the Laguna Niguel 
Library reopens, it will feature a 
beautiful expanded community 
room with high tech conferencing 
and audio video capabilities. The 
Friends of the Library will have 
a lovely, roomier bookstore in 
addition to a workroom. There 
will be a homework center with 
computers for tutoring and group 
study as well as a quiet room 
for quiet study. The exterior will 
follow the design established 
by the new Laguna Niguel City 
Hall and will be connected by 
landscaped walkways and a small 
park. The renovation will add 
3,803 square feet to the library. 
The community and the library 
staff are both looking forward to 
the opening of the new Laguna 
Niguel Library! 


Heritage Park 


he Heritage Park Regional Library opened 

on Friday evening, June 3, 1988, as Irvine’s 

second public library and the county’s third 
regional public library. The library’s 18,000 square 
feet was filled with an opening collection of over 
110,000 volumes to serve the city’s population of 
62,134 per the 1980 census. 
Barbara Brook served as 
its branch manager from 
opening until 2006 upon 
retirement. 

The library was the 
beneficiary of Irvine’s Art 
in Public Places program, 
which resulted in the 
emplacement at the entrance 
to the library of a three 
part sculpture by Mark 
Lere called Man, Nature, 
and Culture. Irvine's first 
permanent piece of public 
art includes a slate and 
marble throne-like chair, 

a twelve-foot headless 

figure constructed of 200 
stacked pieces of anodized 
aluminum, and a spiraling 
slate and marble timeline, 
which includes 44 significant 
dates in Irvine history. 

No sooner did the Heritage Park 
Library open then an expansion was 
planned and eventually executed in 
2002. This expansion increased the 
facility to 29,000 square feet. As one 
of OC Public Libraries’ three regional 
branches, its collection has an emphasis 
in philosophy and psychology, social 
sciences, pure sciences, technology, arts, 
and history and travel. 
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HERITAGE PARK 


| 1988 


Exterior, 1991 


1 ent 
2 pe Gres! 
Ty ey Sak S15 


I S _s 
25, en ec 
» « z* “tie, ‘ 


os 


Py MES 
iat f °) 8 
. rats ie 


Barbara Brook helps a 
patron on the branch's 
first birthday, 1989 


CELEBRATING 90 YEARS 


The library is located in the expansive Heritage Park, 

which includes a community center, art center, day 

care center, aquatics center, Irvine High School, and 
fire station. It serves a diverse 


multicultural community whose 
‘ extends to a collection with 

HERITAGE PARK REGIONAL LIBRARY magazines in languages ranging 
= from Arabic to Urdu. Its central 
location within the county makes 
it an ideal location for a meeting 
place. The library’s 119 person 
capacity community room is 
used daily by the community for 
everything from library programs 
to English and Tai Chi instruction. 

The library is the government 
repository for documents related 
to the closure of the El Toro and 
Tustin Marine Corps Air Stations. 
From 1990 through 1991, the 
library functioned temporarily as 
the home for the — headquarters staff until their 
offices in Santa Ana were ready for occupancy. 

The library is served by its bookstore, which is 
operated by the Friends of the Library. The Friends 
provide considerable financial support that allows the 
library to acquire materials, run programs, and provide 
equipment, including machines and portable magnifiers 
for the visually impaired. 

The library has always been a hub of activity. As 
Irvine’s population has grown, so too has the library, not 
only physically but also in use by its citizens. According — 
to the U.S. Census Bureau, the 2010 population for 
Irvine was 212,375. In 2010, Heritage Park alone had 
over 1 million items in circulation out of almost 7.3 
million items in circulation for the entire county system. 
Not only is it the busiest library in the thirty-four branch 
system, it is also the largest library in the size of its 
collection and third largest in square footage. Bigger 
and busier is better at Heritage Park Library. 


Thomas Fitch and Pat Berg 
exploring the program 
SuperMap, 1988 
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ORANGEWOOD 


Orangewood 1990 


rangewood Children’s Home, Orange 
(ses primary intake facility for 
abused, neglected, and abandoned 

children, was established in its present 
location in 1985. The seven acre campus 
includes a pool, gymnasium, and on-site, 
year-round school for grades K-12. Attractive 
Spanish-style cottages are designed and 
decorated for specific age groups. The facility 
serves a wide age range of children, from 
infancy through high school. 

In 1989, OC Public Libraries was awarded 
a Library Services and Construction Act 
grant by the California State Library to 
establish a program at Orangewood. 
The program, named Library STARS (Story Time, 
Activities, Reading in Shelters), was overseen by 
Grant Director Pam Carlson under the supervision of 
OC Public Libraries’ Children’s Services Coordinator 
Lynn Eisenhut. Emily Jackson served as Program Children’s Librarian 
Administrator and grant writer. Virginia Crabb 

From the beginning, Carlson conducted story 
times, activities, and visits from the on-site school. The 
grant targeted ages 6 to 8, but the project soon grew 
to include all ages, teaching children to use library 
resources. 

During the initial grant year, a number of OC Public 
Libraries’ librarians were trained to present programs 
at Orangewood. The plan was to have staff from other 
branches continue to provide weekly programming 
after the grant funding ended. However, the library 
program was so successful that at the end of the grant 
year, OC Public Libraries funded the program with 
Pam Carlson continuing as librarian until May 2000. 
She was succeeded by Kristina Jones. Geany Crabb is 
the current librarian. 

In 1998, La Casa, Orangewood Children’s Home 
fundraising auxiliary, provided money for a complete 


Exterior, Orangewood 
Children’s Home 
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The interior of Orangewood 
provides a comfortable and 
fun atmosphere for 
children to exercise 

their imaginations 


library renovation. The project was the brainchild of 
La Casa’s then-president Monica Penninger, then- 
director of the Santa Fe Springs Library. New flooring, 
lighting, cabinets, shelving, tables, and reupholstered 
chairs were provided, and two new computers were 
donated. Shelving was donated and installed by the 
Burt C. Gentle Company. The collection was developed 
by a variety of purchased, reassigned, and donated 
books. Staff referred to the facility as a “real” library 
for the first time, and final cost topped $50,000. 
Orangewood’s library was finished in the spring of 1999. 
Over the years, presentations on this unique library 
facility have been given at the California and American 
Library Associations’ annual conferences. Articles 
on Orangewood’s library have also been published 
by School Library Journal, Voice of Youth Advocates 
(“VOYA”) and the Association for Library Service to 
Children’s Journal of Youth Services. The branch at 
Orangewood Children’s Home may be small, but it 
continues to show 21st century children and teens what 
a real library can be. Orangewood’s goal is to encourage 
children to continue to use public libraries, wherever 
they are living. 


RANCHO SANTA MARGARITA 


Rancho 1994. 


Santa Margarita 


ancho Santa Margarita Branch Library opened 
its doors November 29, 1994 as a joint project 


of the County and a local developer, The Santa 

Margarita Company, to serve the unincorporated 
area of Rancho Santa Margarita and the surrounding 
canyon communities. The library was the first in 
Orange County to use Mello Roos funds (an act which 
allows local governments to form special “Community 
Facilities Districts” as a means of obtaining community 
funding) for its construction, and it opened for 
business four months ahead of schedule, thanks to a 
volunteer force of over 150 community members who 
responded to the appeal for help from Diane Alter, the 
first branch manager. 

When it opened in 1994, the library was a showcase 
for new energy-saving, state-of-the-art construction, 
including remote-controlled windows, bathroom 


Branch exterior 


fixtures that operated with sensors, and doors that Groundbreaking, (L to 

locked electronically. R) Supervisor Thomas F. 
The interior of the 16,300 square foot Spanish- Riley, Branch Manager 

style facility is bathed in natural light from rows Diane Alter, Anthony 


of clerestory windows. Special features include a Tony” Moiso of the Santa 


magazine lounge with ceramic-tile fireplace, a quiet 
room that seats twelve, a meeting room seating 100, 
and a Friends of the Library bookstore. Internet stations 
are available in the adult and children’s areas, along 
with free Wi-Fi for laptop users. 

The current collection includes books, DVDs, CDs, 
and audiobooks in various formats. Special collections 
include a career center, easy readers for children, a 
parent’s shelf, large print books, and older teen books. 
In recent years, the library has added to its large print 
and international language collections in order to serve 
an increasingly diverse population. 

The Friends of the Rancho Santa Margarita Library 
support library programs for children, teens and adults, 
funded by proceeds from the sale of used books. 


Margarita Company 
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Below: The sun sets on 
the new Rancho Santa 
Margarita branch, 1994 
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In response to an ever-growing demand for space, the 
Friends financed additional stack shelving for the adult 
collection in 2001. In 2009, the library was able to expand its 
older teen area with the help of the Friends. Donations from 
local business and service organizations have also added to 
the funds available for special programs and equipment. 

Programming meeting the needs of the community has 
been developed by library staff and well attended over the 
years. Children have enjoyed toddler and preschool story 
hours, holiday-themed craft programs, and an annual 
Summer Reading Program that is among the largest in the 
county. Adult patrons have benefited from employment 
workshops, reading groups, and guest lectures on various 
topics such as Medicare, international relations, and 
gardening. These programs would not be possible without 
the volunteers who have contributed countless hours of 
assistance and support. 

In November 2009, the Rancho Santa Margarita Library 
celebrated its 15 year anniversary. Soon after, it closed for 
six weeks for renovations, which included new carpet, a 
fresh coat of paint and other upgrades. A grand reopening 
was held on March 15, 2010. Rancho Santa Margarita civic 
leaders, representatives from OC Community Resources 
and OC Public Libraries administration were in attendance, 
as well as many long-time supporters from the community. 

For several years the library stood alone, 
surrounded by empty lots and vulnerable 
to dust storms prompted by Santa Ana 
winds swirling down Saddleback Peak onto 
undeveloped land. Today, the library is 
surrounded by shops, restaurants, Central 
Park and the City of Rancho Santa Margarita 
City Hall and Bell Tower Regional Community 
Center. Located within walking distance of 
preschools, elementary and middle schools, as 


yh | — — a ee . . ° 
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gathering place for students of all ages. 
Heavily used by a community that has 
quadrupled in population since its opening, 
Rancho Santa Margarita Library continues 
to meet new challenges as it serves Orange 
County’s 33rd city and surrounding areas. 


Aliso Viejo 


pened in 1998 as a joint project of the Mission 


Viejo Company and the County of Orange, 

the Aliso Viejo Library was praised for its 
contemporary styling, open spaces, and welcoming 
design. Carin Sung was the first branch manager. 
The library has the distinction of being the first in the 
OC Public Libraries system to have commercial space 
for a café. 

The library’s most prominent feature 
is its clock tower, named the Friendship 
Tower during an opening day patron 
participation naming contest. The 
clock tower sets the tone for the rest of 
the building that includes decorative 
lighting, a generous use of windows to 
allow natural light, and, a favorite of the 
community, the covered atrium where 
many come to sit and read, enjoy some 
coffee, or meet up with friends. All of 
these elements combine to create an 
inviting space. 

The city of Aliso Viejo had not yet 
incorporated when the library opened. 
The city incorporated in 2001 and has been a great 
partner and supporter of the library and its goals ever 
since, with the community benefiting from these joint 
endeavors. 

Mr. Daisaku Ikeda, founder of Soka University, 
donated $50,000 to enhance the library’s collection in 
2001 when Soka University opened in the city of Aliso 
Viejo. The university and library enjoy a partnership 
through today. Mr. Ikeda also donated funds to the 
Friends of the Aliso Viejo Library, giving that group a 
boost in their ability to support the library. 

In preparation for opening day, staff from OC 
Public Libraries and community volunteers teamed 
up to set up and organize the 80,000 item opening-day 
collection. They formed a bucket brigade to shelve the 
materials and the rhythm of the work caused some to 
break into song. Even today, some thirteen years after 


ALISO VIEJO 


1998 


Branch exterior 


Branch Manager Tim Scott 
with Children’s Librarian 
Marie Twombly promoting 
the library at Soka 
University, 2008 
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Travis Wheeland the opening day, some of these volunteers reminisce 

performs at the branch's about helping to open the library. 

1O%h Gnntnenary The café space in the library boasts a full kitchen and 
café-style tables and chairs. The first café, Passages Café, 
was very involved in opening day, providing espresso 
for attendees. 

The Neighborhood Cup was founded in 2006 by 
a father-daughter team, Steve and Jennifer Secofsky. 
Both worked hard to make the café more than just 
a place to have coffee. Now under the care of new 
owners, the Neighborhood Cup is still the epitome of a 
neighborhood café that serves the community, hosting 
weekly music and dance events. And of course, they 
still make a mean cup of coffee. 

Thirteen years after opening, the library continues to 
be a thriving part of the community. The modern styling 
and comfortable environment still evoke compliments, 
and these amenities and the café combine to make the 


Fancy Nancy story time, library a destination; a place to feed body and mind. 
Apr 12, 2010 
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Costa Mesa 
Technology 


he Costa Mesa Technology branch had its 
grand opening event on January 11, 2002. 


Mr. Cameron Trowbridge was its first branch 
manager. County librarian John Adams, branch 
manager Cameron Trowbridge, Costa Mesa Friends 
of the Library President Mary Ellen Goddard, 
and Costa Mesa Mayor Linda Dixon all spoke to 
welcome and introduce Costa Mesa’s third library 
branch serving the residents of Costa Mesa. 

The branch officially opened to the public on 
January 30, 2002. 

Located in the Costa Mesa Village Shopping Center 
in a bustling business and residential district south 
of the Orange County Performing Arts Center and 
South Coast Plaza, the branch put a new face on 
the traditional design and location of OC Public 
Libraries facilities. Realizing the growing public 
demand for electronic resources, the 2,400 square 
foot facility opened with twenty-five state-of-the- 
art computer workstations providing access to 
online reference assistance, the Internet, OC Public 
Libraries’ materials catalog, online information 
resources and the complete suite 
of Microsoft Office programs. The 
branch’s core collection remains 
devoted to technology-related 
books with a modest selection 
of magazines, adult fiction, teen 
fiction, and children paperbacks. 

Over time the Costa Mesa 
Technology Branch has broadened 
its service emphasis several times 
to meet the changing needs of 
library patrons. From 2002 to 2004 
core services still revolved around 
Internet access and Microsoft 
Office, but by 2005 the staff noticed 


COSTA MESA TECHNOLOGY 


Exterior, 2002 


Opening Day, 2002 
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Librarian Don Witt 
helps a patron out with a 
computer question 


a steady stream of residents who were using the branch 
resources for job hunting and résumé preparation. In 
order to assist patrons’ job hunting efforts, a career 
center was added, several computers were converted 
from catalog to Internet terminals, and local agencies 
were contacted to provide educational pamphlets and 
career leads. 

In addition to helping patrons with résumés and 
online career sources, the library staff promoted 
computer literacy in the community and was one of 
the first branches to actively train patrons in the use of 
library computer programs and databases. Individual 
instruction is offered on a daily basis and special 
technology-related programs are offered throughout 
the year. 

In recent years, patron requests, such as the ability to 
digitize documents and text, edit graphics and photos, 
send faxes, and burn files to CD-ROMs, have become 
more frequent, prompting the branch to again broaden 
the services it offers to the public. These new requests 
were proposed and approved, and a short time later the 
Friends of the Costa Mesa Libraries agreed to support 
funding to provide these new services for the branch. 
With a generous donation from the Friends, since the 
summer of 2010, the branch has incorporated a new 
Gateway PC, scanner and image software. The Costa 
Mesa Technology Library looks forward to assisting the 
public in utilizing these new resources as we move into 
the 21st century. 


LAGUNA HILLS TECHNOLOGY 


Laguna Hills 
Technology 


aguna Hills Technology Branch opened in 
July 2002 inside the Laguna Hills Community 


Center at 2555 Alicia Parkway. Since its 
inception, this branch of the OC Public Libraries 
has had a unique focus: to provide increased access 
to computers, with a lesser emphasis on print 
materials. 

Approximately 1,400 square feet, the library 
offers access to the Internet, Microsoft Office, the 
library catalog and online databases via nineteen 
computers. In addition, access to Wi-Fi, with places 
for patrons to plug in their laptops, is also available. 

Computer related services currently include a 
once-a-month Runescape Night (a popular online 
game that attracts teens), one-on-one computer 
tutoring where patrons receive assistance from 
volunteers on computer related topics, and a class 
on Career Transitions, an online job finding tool. 

The branch also functions as a place where 
patrons can place and pick up holds, browse a small 
collection of technology related books, adult fiction 


and non-fiction and children’s and young adult poke en vee 
‘al down displays from the 
materials. 2008 Summer Reading 
The Laguna Hills Technology branch is the center Program, “Catch the 
for local history digitization projects. In 2007, OC Reading Bug” 
Public Libraries was awarded a California State Library 


LSTA grant from the “California of the Past: Digital Entrance to the library, 2005 
Storytelling” project and the branch became the home 
to a project story station. The staff helps patrons record 
digital stories of their community or of California in the 
past. It is also an acquisition center for scanning and 
recording metadata for historical Orange County images. 

The Laguna Hills Technology Branch continues to 
be a popular branch, with approximately 5,000 people 
attending per month. 
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9003 Foothill Ranch 


} oothill Ranch is a master-planned community 


nestled in the foothills of Southern Orange 
County overlooking Irvine and Lake Forest. It is 
an area balanced by residential, commercial and open 
space that was annexed by Lake Forest in 2000. 
When it opened its doors on February 1, 2003, 
the Foothill Ranch Library was the realization of the 
long-time dream of local residents. First envisioned 
in the original 1988 development plans for Foothill 
Ranch, it would be another eleven years before an 
ad-hoc committee of local residents formed to assess 
the needs and wants of the community and to plan for 
construction. 
Paula Bruce was appointed the first branch librarian 
in early 2000, and groundbreaking began that spring. 


Groundbreaking, 


ae : eg id Ke Even though the building was far from complete, the 
Adzns fice: Saki community already felt a need to have a larger facility. 
of the Foothill Ranch Along with the City of Lake Forest, the Orange County 


Board of Supervisors approved the addition of a large 
community room for local area use. When opening day 
finally arrived, a large crowd lined up outside waiting 
to be among the first to enter its new library. 

Located on a tree-lined hillside with south-facing 
floor-to-ceiling windows, the library is both functional 
and beautiful. Solar panels in the parking lot help 
conserve energy and also provide shaded parking for 
hot summer days. 

Use of the library continues to grow each year. Today, 
the branch houses about 55,000 items, and patrons check 
out approximately 187,000 items each year. Roughly 
113,000 people visit this branch 
each year. The library has 
become an integral part of the 
community as children enjoy its 
KidZone, adults use the Internet 
WildWonders program, or Wi-Fi services, and casual 

Summer 2009 readers come in to look for the 
next good book. 


Civic Council, Branch 
Manager Paula Bruce, 
Supervisor Todd Spitzer, 
Assemblyman Bill 
Campbell 


Opening day crowd 


LADERA RANCH 


Ladera Ranch 


hen the Capistrano Unified School District 
W eres OC Public Libraries about 

locating a branch of the public library in the 
Ladera Ranch School Administration building, both 
agencies saw it as a win-win situation: the residents 
of Ladera Ranch would have access to a local library 
years before the county’s long range plan for a library 
in that community, and the Ladera Ranch school 
children would have access to a better equipped 
library than is usually found in a public school. As a 
result, in August 2003, residents of Ladera Ranch no 
longer had to drive over seven miles to reach the next 
nearest libraries, Rancho Santa Margarita or San Juan 
Capistrano Regional. Karen Thorburn was the first ded phates te tthe 
branch manager. library which occupies 

The main public area of the library is located the second floor 
upstairs in the Administration Building of the Ladera 
Ranch Elementary and Middle School. This level 
is designed to serve the information needs of the 
non-elementary and middle school community: 
preschoolers, young adults (15+) and adults. Patrons 
will find public access computers with free Internet Eas! fisiy 25) 
access, Wi-Fi for laptop users, a quiet study room, . nae mee 
and a comfortable reading 
area near the magazines. In 
addition, you will find the 
DVD collection, business/ 
careers section, a parenting 
section and the children’s and 
teen’s sections. There are also 
many reference sources for the 
asking, both in the extensive 
reference section and in the 
online databases. 

The lower level is a soaring 
two-story space, accented by 
the staircase descending from 
the adult level. The collection, 
selected and provided by 
Capistrano Unified School 
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Adult Librarian Lisa District and OC Public Libraries, is specifically designed 
Brooks and Library to serve the information and recreational reading needs 
Apatatant Bille Mal eeitire of children in elementary and middle school. Served 
mb feegeretice Lea S01) by the OC Public Libraries’ 

children’s librarian, this area 
offers the usual school library 
and instructional media 
services during the school 
day and traditional public 
library children’s services in 
the afternoons, evenings and 
Saturday. Access to this space is 
restricted to school use during 
regular school hours; however, 
material in the downstairs 
collection can be retrieved for 
members of the public by the 
library staff as needed while 
school is in session. 


Office Supervisor 


Juanita Martinez 
helps the public, 2011 


LAGUNA WOODS 


Laguna Woods 


he city of Laguna Woods incorporated on 
March 24, 1999 as Orange County’s thirty- 


second city. The majority of the city consists 
of Laguna Woods Village (formerly Leisure World). 
In April 2003, the City Hall was opened with an OC 
Public Libraries branch located within the building. 
The first branch banager was Phyllis Brown. 

The branch has four public computers, which 
offer access to the library catalog and other online 
databases, as well as the Internet, Microsoft Office 
products, and a self-checkout station. There is also 
Wi-Fi access. 

The branch originally opened with just the 
computers available so the citizens of Laguna Woods 
could order materials and pick them up at the branch. 
By 2007, a small collection of books, audiobooks and 
DVDs had been added since circulation had steadily (L to R) Karen Ziegler, 
increased each year. The branch is open seven hours a . Grace Barnes, Anne 
day, Monday through Friday, with two staff members Afshar, 2007 
available for assistance. Access to the public computers 
is available during all the hours that City Hall is open. 

OC Public Libraries partnered with the City of Exterior 
Laguna Woods and the 
Historical Society of Laguna 
Woods on the “California of 
the Past: Digital Storytelling” 
project to record, preserve 
and share patrons’ stories. 
Stories featuring Laguna 
Woods residents detail the 
historic past, immigration, 
World War II memories, and 
farmland tales. 

In 2008, a city committee 
was formed to act as Friends 
of the Laguna Woods Library. 
The six members work to 
promote the library and offer 
programming of interest to 
the community. 
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Branch exterior, 2008 


Opening day, County 
Librarian Helen Fried 
(with scissors), Joan 
Irvine (in red), Helene 
Irvine (in purple), and 
Nita Irvine (in black 
jacket), with members of 
the Irvine city council and 
the Board of Supervisors 


Katie Wheeler 


pening in 2008, Irvine’s third library was 

the culmination of a major collaborative 

effort of the public and private sectors. 
Together, the Irvine Foundation (through the Orange 
County Community Foundation), the City of Irvine, 
OC Public Libraries, the OC Parks Department, 
and the Historical Commission helped recreate the 
Irvine Family Ranch Home through the use of old 
photographs and actual architectural drawings. 

The facility was named after Katie Wheeler, 
granddaughter of James Irvine, who was born in 
the home in 1920. The home complements the 17 
acre historic park property and contains a unique 
assemblage of buildings reflecting the history of the 
Irvine Ranch, one of the largest and most influential 
agricultural operations in Southern California. The 
entire seventeen acres was donated to the county by 
the Irvine Company. 

Construction on the library began in January 2007. 
The first branch manager was Richard Serrato, who 
opened the branch on February 23, 2008, with an 
opening collection of about 45,000 volumes, which 
included books, 
magazines, 
newspapers, 
paperbacks, 
DVDs, videos 
and audiobooks. 
It was the largest 
grand opening 
the library system 
ever had for a 
new library and 
it was one of the 
few branches with 
a self-checkout 
terminal. 


The library is 11,250 square feet with three floors. 
It has information desks on the first and second 
floors to assist visitors to the branch. 

The adult area on the first floor has three study 
tables, five easy chairs, six Internet computers and 
two library catalogs and a local history area with 
display cases. Total seating is twenty-seven. 

The library’s entire second floor focuses on 
children’s and teen materials. There are five round 
study tables, two love seats, three easy chairs, a 
quiet study room, nine Internet stations, and two 
library catalog stations. Total seating is thirty-five. 

Basement areas include a literacy office for 
tutoring and assessment testing, a small conference 
room with seating for thirty, the Friends of the Library 
bookstore, staff offices, and staff kitchen. 

When the branch first opened, it circulated 19,000 
items per month and averaged about 20,000 visitors. 
In only its second year, the library had more children’s 
programs during the summer than any branch in the 
system. That same year it climbed to the 9th highest 
circulating branch in 
the system with 320,000 
items circulated. 

The library is 
decorated like a 
family home with 
photographs on 
the walls that were 
donated to the library 
by the Irvine family 
and paintings donated 
by the Irvine Museum. 
The library gives tours 
to groups about the 
history of the Irvine 
family and the library. 


IRVINE KATIE WHEELER 


Opening day crowd 


(L to R) Children’s 
Librarian Bonnie 
McLaren, Teen Librarian 
Susan Pina, Branch 
Manager Richard Serrato, 
Adult Librarian Nadya 
Iotova. 2010 
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Peter loves his work. (Left to right, Kit Abbiss 
Peter Dang, David Wilson and Yen Truong.) 


HEADQUARTERS 


OC Public Libraries 


he Orange County Free Library was 
established by the Board of Supervisors 

on December 9, 1919 in response to 
public demands for library services in parts of 
the county not served by one of the existing 
city libraries. Funding for the new County 
Library was delayed, then finally secured 
for the year beginning July 1921. Library 
operations began in earnest August 1, 1921 
when Margaret Livingston, the first county 
librarian, and two assistants assumed their 
duties in a downtown Santa Ana office shared 
with the county farm advisor. 

During those first months, eight branches 
opened in quick succession in Brea, Costa 
Mesa, Garden Grove, La Habra, Laguna 
Beach, San Juan Capistrano, Seal Beach 
and Westminster. Library services were 
also provided at some elementary and high 
schools. Over the years, the library responded to 
population and community changes by placing 
buildings and services where they were most 
needed. Today, thirty-four branches, which include 
two technology branches and a small library 
serving the residents at Orangewood Children’s 
Home, provide library services throughout . 
Orange County. 

For many years, the library operated as part of 
the larger county organization. In January 1997, the 
Board voted to restructure Orange County Public 
Library as a “separate and distinct department 
within the County.” At that time, the Board also 
created a Library Advisory Board, which ensured 
input from cities and communities with county 
library branches. The Board of Supervisors 
voted in 2008 to create a new department, OC 
Community Resources, comprised of the Library, 
OC Parks, OC Animal Care and OC Community 
Services. Along with the new organization came a 
new name—OC Public Libraries. 


Headquarters location, 
1946-1961, 1104B West 
8th Street, Santa Ana 


John Adams, County 
Librarian, 1991-2007 


95 


CELEBRATING 90 YEARS 


Margaret Morrison, 
County Librarian, 
1942-1968 


Assistant County 
Librarian Paula Bruce 
and County Librarian 

Helen Fried enjoy 
Literary Orange 
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GROWTH 


In early years, Orange County’s population was 
concentrated in the north and central areas while the 
southern areas were sparsely populated. This changed as 
the county’s economy and population boomed. 
When new branches opened, older, smaller 
branches sometimes closed. When libraries 
outgrew their buildings, larger facilities were 
found or built. When schools, hospitals, and 
isolated residents needed services, the library 
found ways to provide books and programs. 
For many years, especially during the post 
WW Il years, rapid expansion characterized 
Orange County’s and the library’s development. 
Through the 1970s, major enlargements and 
' renovations were completed at Fountain Valley 
and Los Alamitos Rossmoor branches. New 
—| facilities were built in Cypress, Garden Grove, 
Laguna Beach, Seal Beach, Stanton, Villa Park 
and Westminster. New branches were added at 
La Palma, Mission Viejo, and Irvine. Locations 
in Dana Point and South Laguna Beach were 
combined at a new Dana Niguel branch. In the 
1980s, more libraries were built in Brea, Costa Mesa, El 
Toro, Irvine, La Habra, Laguna Niguel, San Clemente, 
and San Juan Capistrano. In the 1990s and 2000s, new 
or additional branches were opened in Rancho Santa 
Margarita, Aliso Viejo, Foothill Ranch, Ladera Ranch, 
Laguna Hills, Laguna Woods, and Irvine. 


OUTREACH 


Along with the practice of building libraries where 
they were needed, the library provided outstanding 
programs and services to meet community needs. Some 
of the library’s services included outreach programs, 
customized reference assistance, story time and 
reading programs for all ages, book discussion groups, 
interlibrary loan, cultural events and lectures. 


HEADQUARTERS 


The library’s first bookmobile hit the road in the summer 
of 1959. It was a twenty-nine foot long, Gerstenslager- 
bodied Ford chassis that held 2,500 books, a librarian, 
a driver and a great deal of hope and enthusiasm. The 
bookmobile made seven stops a week that first year. By 
1962, the service grew to include another bookmobile 
and eighteen stops per week ranging from one end of the 
county to the other. During the 1970s, the bookmobiles 
delivered services to schools, correctional facilities, 
hospitals, and senior centers, averaging over thirty-five 
stops per week. 
In the 1990s, initial efforts began to maximize the use 
of new technologies, especially Internet-based services 
in the library’s branches. Public Internet stations were 
made available for patrons by 1998. This was followed by 
installation of Wi-Fi at all branches in 2006. Today, full 
integration of SirsiDynix Symphony system with web- : : = as 
based services allows users to download eAudiobooks One of the two bookmobiles 
and eBooks, access Orange County historical photographs in service in the early 1960s 
and sheet music, and conduct research from home. 
For twenty years, the library’s READ/Orange County 
program has provided confidential tutoring in English 
literacy skills for individuals. READ/Orange County 
has literacy centers in eight branches of the OC Public 
Libraries to meet the needs of learners. Other 
programs offered to the community by READ are 
Families For Literacy (FFL), Working for Inmate 
Literacy Now (WIN) and English Language and 
English Literacy Civics Education (EL-Civics). 
Literary Orange is a recent addition to the 
library’s slate of programs. It is a successful literary 
conference held each spring and cosponsored by 
OC Public Libraries and the UC Irvine Libraries. 
In the last few years, speakers have included 
T. Jefferson Parker, Dean Koontz, Karen Joy 
Fowler, Lisa See and many other authors. During 
the day-long event, authors and readers discuss 
books, reading, and the creative writing process. 
In 2011, Literary Orange celebrated its fifth year. 
Plans are underway for next year’s program. 


Book sorting area, 
Headquarters, 1990 
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The warehouse crew 

load up the books to be 
distributed to over thirty 
branches each day, 2001 


The InterLibrary Loan 
department's tree keeps 
everyone tuned into the 

changing seasons as they 
oversee the shipments of 
books to and from libraries 
around the world 
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BEHIND THE SCENE 


The library’s first catalog of titles was maintained at its 
administrative headquarters in downtown Santa Ana. 
Library materials were rotated among branches based 
on local interests or to fill patrons’ requests. 
Eventually, each branch maintained a catalog 
of the books that rotated into the collection. 
As books rotated to other branches, the 
catalog cards went with them. Not until the 
mid-1960s did branches have permanent 
collections. 

The introduction of the Book Inventory 
Building Library Information Oriented 
System (BIBLIOS) in 1967 was an early 
attempt to provide a centralized catalog of 
the library’s material. BIBLIOS integrated 
cataloging records, orders, and branch 
holdings; it allowed the library to create 
order lists, publish a comprehensive book 
catalog and companion inventory locator guide, and 
print pockets and spine labels. The book catalogs 
gave staff and patrons the ability to identify titles 
owned throughout the library, not just at one branch. 
Eventually the book catalog became unwieldy and 
a computer output microform (COM) format was 
substituted. In 1988, the first compact disc (CD) catalog 
was introduced. BIBLIOS was a very powerful program, 
but did not provide circulation functions or information. 

In 1926, the library issued its first numbered library 
cards—until then, patrons’ names were written down 
to track borrowed items. Since then, the library used 
several manual circulation systems at one time or 
another. Having started with the Browne System 
in 1932, the library progressed to using the Newark 
and Detroit systems simultaneously. These systems 
continued in use at all branches until the first Gaylord 
Charging Machine made its appearance at the Laguna 
Beach Branch in 1953. A companion Gaylord machine 
was at work in the Garden Grove Branch by 1956, and 
more models were added until they became standard 
equipment in branches. 


HEADQUARTERS 


In 1982, the library began to implement an 
automated circulation system provided by DATA- 
PHASE. After extensive testing of software 
and hardware, followed by labeling all items 
in all branches with barcodes, along with staff 
training, all twenty-five branches were online 
by September 1984. For the first time, users 
could find out whether the library owned a title 
and if it was available to check out. This initial 
circulation system was followed by others that 
offered the library full integration of catalog, 
acquisitions, serials, and circulation information 
and functionality. Currently, OC Public Libraries 
uses the SirsiDynix Symphony system. The Information 

Technology Crowd, 2007 


FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 


In 1955, the Laguna Beach Branch reported the first 
county community support group: the Laguna 
Beach Library Building Association. This group was 
“composed of representatives from service clubs 
and other organization to provide extra items for the 
library.” Although this group was not specifically an 
open-membership group, it grew into the Friends 
of the Laguna Beach Library. A companion 
group, Friends of the Costa Mesa Library, was 
organized in 1960. By 1962, the La Habra Junior 
Woman’s Club Literature and Education Section 
had undertaken auxiliary support of the La Habra | 
Branch. Friends of the Garden Grove Library “Gg >a 
began to operate, as had a Friends group in Brea. : HUT 
By the 1980s, it was common for Friends’ groups to ~" j 
organize while a branch was being built. 
Bookstores are located in many of the branches 
and staffed by Friends of the Library groups. By 
approval of the Board of Supervisors, all discarded 
books are donated to the Friends for sale. The revenue 
generated by the bookstores supports many branch 
programs and book purchases. An annual “Friends 
Recognition Day” was established in 1980 to highlight 
their activities and express the library’s appreciation 
for their outstanding assistance and support. 


Cataloging Department, 
2006 
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READ/OC provides 
many activities and 

opportunities for 
adults and children 


Throughout 90 years of operation, various techniques 
were implemented to provide the highest quality of 
library materials and services for county residents. 
Growth, new technologies, and dedicated staff have 
brought many changes to the original Orange County 
Free Library. Yet OC Public Libraries remains committed 
to the same purpose first stated almost 90 years ago by 
the County Free Library to the Board of Supervisors: 
“The annual report of your department of County Free 
Library may be stated in ten words: A sincere effort 
to bring the book to the people.” It’s what OC Public 
Libraries has been doing ever since. 


READ 
Orange County 


In 1991, OC Public Libraries was awarded an 
implementation grant from the California Literacy 
Campaign sponsored by the California State Library to 
offer basic literacy services to the community. The grant 
was good for a five year decreasing term. After five 
years, it was assumed the community would support the 
program. 

READ/Orange County (READ/OC) staff assessed 
the first learner in August 1992. The first Tutor Training 
Workshop was held in September 1992 with a class 
of eight tutors. These tutors provided service to adult 
learners in one of five literacy centers—Garden Grove 
Regional, La Habra, San Juan Capistrano, Tustin and 
Westminster. 

READ/OC initially offered basic literacy instruction 
to English speaking adults. As the need for additional 
services became evident, READ/OC expanded the 
programs it offered. In late 1992, READ/OC developed a 
partnership with the Orange County Sheriff-Coroner’s 


Department to provide tutoring to inmates in the five 
Orange County Jail facilities through its Working 

for Inmate Literacy Now (WIN). In September 1996, 
READ/OC began its Families for Literacy (FFL) 
program which works with adult non- or low-level 
readers with at least one child in the home under age 
five. FFL tutors are specifically trained in methods 

of incorporating children’s material into the tutoring 
sessions as well as assisting parents in choosing 
appropriate reading materials for their children. In 
2003, READ/OC, in response to the overwhelming 
demand for English as a Second Language instruction, 
added the EL-Civics program with a grant through 
the Workforce Investment Act. The EL-Civics 
program provides opportunities for adult non-native 
speakers to become better at parenting, working, 

and participating in their communities by gaining 
language and literacy skills. The curriculum includes 
a variety of topics such as accessing good family 
health care, nutrition, employment skills, and helping 
their children succeed in school. 

Today, with the addition of Aliso Viejo, Foothill 
Ranch, Irvine Katie Wheeler, and Ladera Ranch, nine 
of the thirty-three branch libraries have dedicated 
Literacy Centers. The Literacy Centers have private 
areas for use by the learner/tutor pairs, as well as a 
collection of literacy teaching materials. READ/OC 
has conducted more than 200 Basic Tutor Training 
Workshops, certified over 2,500 tutors, assessed more 
than 4,500 learners, and referred over 1,500 learners 
to higher level Adult Basic Education (ABE) or other 
programs. READ/OC has handled over 4,000 tutor 
information requests and over 6,500 requests for 
information from potential adult learners. During 
this same period volunteers have contributed 
100,000+ hours of tutoring and an additional 115,000+ 
hours in talent and support services. READ/OC 
actively supports an average of 300 tutor/learner 
pairs in any month. 


READ ORANGE COUNTY 


READ/OC Staff, 2006 
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Literary Orange 
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iterary Orange, a joint venture of OC Public 

Libraries and UC Irvine Libraries, has been 

Orange County’s premier literary event for the 
past five years. Literary Orange’s goal is to further a 
love of reading and literature by connecting writers and 
readers through a day of panel discussions, keynote 
speakers and book signings. Literary Orange takes place 
each year in April. 


LITERARY ORANGE 


ot 


Literary O 


Thomas Perry - 2007 Aimee Liu - 2007 Caroline and Lisa See - 2007 


Elizabeth George - 2008 Janet Fitch - 2008 


Stephen Cannell - 2 


Dean Koontz - 2010 Karen Joy Fowler - 2010 Ron Hansen - 2011 T. Jefferson Parker - 2011 
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Former Branches 


El Modena 
Now part of the 
Orange City Library 


Midway City, 

1934-1964 

Became Bolsa Branch, 
1964-1977, then merged 
into the Westminster branch. 
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FORMER BRANCHES 


Ocean View. 

In 1958 this collection 
was diverted to the new 
Villa Park branch, and 
Ocean View became 
part of the Huntington 
Beach Library system. 


Trabuco, 
1933-—1960s 


And others! 


Santa Ana 
Gardens, 
1950s 


Barber City, 
absorbed into 
Westminster 
in 1963. 


South Laguna, 


Mission Viejo, 1971-1995 
Became part of the city of Mission Viejo 1958 1979, 
absorbed into 


Dana Point 


Leisure World 
in Seal Beach, 
1960s & 1970s 
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Appendix 


Orange County Free Library 


Established: December 9, 1919 
Began Service: August 1, 1921 
8 Original Branches 


Orange County Public Library 


1967— 2008 
34 branches 


OC Public Libraries 


2008-— 
34 branches 


Helen Fried, County Librarian 


OUR VISION 
Open Doors, Free Access, Community 
OUR MISSION 
Empower & Enrich our Communities 
OUR VALUES 


Empower people 
Serve everyone 
Provide freedom of access 
Engender love of reading and learning 
Make a difference in people’s lives 


106 


BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 


Board of Supervisors 


Bill Campbell, Chairman 
Third District 


John M.W. Moorlach, Vice Chairman 
Second District 


Janet Nguyen 
First District 


Shawn Nelson 
Fourth District 


Patricia C. Bates 
Fifth District 
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Trabuco, 1957 


University Park tenth anniversary celebration, November 1985 
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It is the story of communities 
coming together to not only 
build a building but also 

a community connected 

by ideas, information, and 
service to others. 

This book is compiled and 
published every ten years by 
the OC Public Libraries staff 
and is part of the library’s 
collection. You can find it 
by checking the OC Public 
Libraries’ catalog online at: 


www.ocpLorg 


You can also find more 
information about the OC 
Public Libraries branch 
closest to you on the same 
website. Volunteers are 
welcomed and donations 
are cheerfully accepted at 
all branches by our staff 
and our Friends of the 
Library at each branch. 
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OC Community Resources 


